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I am writing this the day after the vote of no-confidence in the 
Prime Minister, Teresa May; whilst Brexit rumbles on in the 
background. 
Am I wrong to believe that since the Brexit vote this country 
has become a meaner, less tolerant, nastier place? Knife 
crime has increased, racial crime has increased, hate crime 
has increased, crime against street dwellers has risen 
dramatically. 
 
And whilst Westminster debates and votes or doesn't vote, we 
can only look on and wonder what is going on, who is going to 
sort out the mess that we are in? 
 
Let me take you back now to an event in our "recent" 
history........    when in May 1940, during the second world war, 
Hitler's Army was poised to encircle and decimate  the British 
Army at Dunkirk. Three extraordinary things happened:- 
 
1) Hitler overruled his generals and stopped his troops 
advancing, when they were just ten miles away from the British 
lines. 
 
2) A violent storm broke out over Flanders on Tuesday 26th 
May grounding the Luftwaffe and enabling the British troops to 
move up on foot to the coast in the darkness of the storm and 
the violence of the rain. 
 
3) Despite the storm in Flanders, a great calm—such as has 
rarely been experienced—settled over the English Channel 
during the days which followed, and its waters became as still 
as a mill pond. It was this quite extraordinary calm which 
enabled a vast armada of little ships, big ships, warships,  
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privately owned motor-cruisers from British rivers and 
estuaries – in fact, almost anything that would float – to ply 
back and forth in a desperate bid to rescue as many of our  
men as possible.  
 
Churchill had hoped that 20-30,000 men might be rescued. 
When he addressed the Commons on the 4 June speaking 
with a voice charged with emotion, he reported that, rather 
than 20,000 or 30,000 men being re-embarked, '335,000 men 
had been carried out of the jaws of death and shame back to 
their native land. He referred to what had happened as 'a  
miracle of deliverance'. 
 
Three small miracles leading to a miracle of deliverance! Was 
this just a coincidence or was it something else, an act of God, 
maybe? 
 
You see Britain had a godly 
sovereign. Knowing that  the 
war was going really badly 
King George VI requested 
that Sunday, 26 May should 
be observed as a National 
Day of Prayer. In a stirring 
broadcast, he called the 
people of Britain and of the 
Empire to commit their 
cause to God. Together with members of the Cabinet, the King 
attended Westminster Abbey, whilst millions in all parts of the 
Commonwealth and Empire flocked to churches to join in 
prayer. The whole nation was at prayer on that Sunday. The 
scene outside Westminster Abbey was remarkable—
photographs show long queues of people who could not even  
 



Kay Street News                        January 2019                   4 

 
 
get in, the Abbey was so crowded! So much so, that the 
following morning the Daily Sketch exclaimed, 'Nothing  
like it has ever happened before.' 
 
Now you can ask me to prove that the prayer of the people 
and the three miracles are connected. I can't, and neither can 
you prove that it was coincidence! 
 
Maybe those of us who call ourselves Christians should in this 
current national crisis be considering a call to prayer?  Maybe 
besides praying individually we should join with others , invite 
others and cry out to God together. 
 
"If my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear them from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and heal their land." 2 Chronicles 7-14 NIV 
 
Di Isherwood,  
on behalf of Matt. Jonny, Jess & the Deacons  
 
 

 
 

 
When we pray, God  

hears more than we say, 
answers more than we ask 

gives more than 
 we imagine  

in His own time 
 and in His own way. 

Nicky Gumbel 
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I was privileged to be born into a Christian home and I look 
back on my childhood with fondness and thankfulness for the 
secure Christian foundations that were laid by both my parents 
and the Church where I grew up. 

One of the parts of Church life that I remember clearly is 
our annual “Church Family Weekend”.  Every February, 100 or 
so folk from our Church would spend the weekend together in 
one of the many Christian hotels that used to operate along 
the coasts of North Wales and the North West.  It was great, 
as a child, to spend a weekend away with the other children 
(and adults) from Church.   

I can vividly remember walking along the beach at 
Colwyn Bay with my friends collecting seaweed, star fish and 
shells to create a collage.  The very salty smell the next 
morning is also a vivid memory !  Another year saw heavy 
snowfall; a snowball fight with 30 or so young people and their 
families was a sight to behold ! 

A highlight of the weekends for me was the party we 
had on the Saturday evening.  There was always a variety of 
silly games (the most memorable involved jumping in and out 
of a pair of shorts as quickly as possible), some sort of 
entertainment (often very cheesy) and, without fail, the evening 
ended with a bedtime story which was enjoyed by young and 
old alike.   

Each weekend also included spiritual input and 
workshops where we explored our faith together.  There were 
opportunities to study the Bible together and discussed themes 
to do with Church life and our own Christian walk.  Being part 
of a Church family has always been a significant part of my 
Christian experience and I highly value the opportunities that 
events like the Church Family Weekends played in developing 
life-long friendships and helping me to grow as a Christian.   
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As a Church family here at Kay Street, we have the 
opportunity to spend time together, sharing fellowship, 
worshipping together and learning together at our next Church  
Weekend Away which will be taking place in September 2019 
at the Royal Clifton Hotel and Spa on the promenade in 
Southport . 

Why not join us for a weekend of spiritual renewal and 
fellowship in the beautiful surroundings of Southport ?  Over 
the weekend, you can enjoy: eating together; laughing 
together; worshipping and praying together; learning 
together with sessions led by an outside speaker**; 
(there’ll be a separate dynamic programme for children 
and young people); enjoying fellowship together; taking 
time to work out at the gym or in the pool (both included 
in the price); the chance to get out in the fresh air and 
enjoy the delights that Southport has to offer. 

** Guest Speaker – ROY SEARLE 
 

Friday, 13th to Sunday, 15th September 2019 
 

Prices:  Adults (if sharing a room)  £120 
Adults (single room)   £140 

             Under 14s     Free 
             14s to 18s    £35 
Prices include bed, breakfast and evening meal.  

If this cost is prohibitive to you coming on the weekend then please 
speak to Matt or Jonny. We do not want the cost to be the reason you are 
missing out in this significant time away with the fellowship.  
We have capped some of the prices. If you feel able to offer to pay more to 
help cover the church’s costs, please indicate this on your booking form. 
Booking forms are available in Church or from Alan or Margaret Morton.  
Please return your booking form, along with £10 deposit per adult, to Alan 
or Margaret.   The balance will be due by Sunday, 14th July 2019.  A 
savings club is available if this is helpful.  
 
Don’t let this opportunity pass you by; come along and help make 
memories for yourself and our Kay Street family. 
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Many times in the scriptures God said 'Do not be afraid'. 
He must have known how often we need to hear it. 
 
Pray : 
for those who are ill 
for those who have family members or close friends who are ill 
for those who are afraid of facing the future without those close 
to them 
for those who, whilst not afraid, are grieving. 
 
for those who have family members or close friends who are 
struggling 
for those who have children who are struggling at school 
for those who have children who have special needs, or 
emotional or behavioural difficulties 
for those struggling to teach or support these children and who 
are finding it difficult - teachers, social workers, support 
workers 
 
for those who are struggling with mental health issues and 
their families 
for those for whom the world is  a scary place 
for those struggling to face another year 
for those seeking to help these people, who feel out of their 
depth 
 
for those who are struggling with debt or financial worries 
for those afraid to answer the telephone, open the door or 
open the mail 
for those worried about losing their house or job 
for those looking for work but can't find any 
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for those afraid of falling back into addiction 
for those worried that loved ones will relapse 
for those seeking to help them but drowning in the size of the 
problem 
for those charged with helping but who know they don't have 
the resources to do so 
for the Council, County Council and other statutory agencies 
who are trying to balance budgets and deliver services 
for leaders and Trustees of charities trying to raise resources, 
and wondering who they can best help 
 
for those afraid of the current wider situation 
for those afraid of the divisions within society 
for those afraid of the failure of politicians, or of society 
disengaging with politics 
for those afraid of the economic uncertainty 
 
for those afraid of climate change and the environmental 
implications of our lifestyle 
for those afraid of the international situation: Trump, Russia, 
Yemen, fake news... 
 
for those who find 'not being afraid' easier said than done. 
 
 
 
Father God, thank you that You are also Almighty. Help us 
to trust that You are in control 
Jesus, Prince of Peace, give us Your peace and help us to 
walk with You 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, help us receive Your comfort 
and be that comfort to others. 
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Older members of the fellowship will remember, with affection, 
Lilian Johnson, who for many years was a missionary with 
the European  Christian Mission in Italy and who we supported 
for much of that time. Lilian died in November in Northampton 
where she had made her home in recent years. 
 

 
Shoeboxes  - Our boxes were part of a consignment of 6,000, 
from the North of England  sent to Kiev in Ukraine before 
Christmas.  We are glad to report that they arrived in time. 
Thanks again for your contributions to the Appeal. 

Jenny Brunskill 
 
 
Flowers – There is a new list on the board downstairs. If you 
would like to provide flowers for the worship area on a 
particular date, please add your name next to that date. You 
may wish to mark a birthday or an anniversary of a significant 
event. If you have any queries please see Carol Hargreaves. 
Please note you do not have to arrange the flowers if you 
would rather not. 
 
 
Visits to Care Homes – For the winter months (January to 
March) visits are to be made to both homes on the same 
Sunday, the second Sunday of the month with Holme Manor at 
2 pm. and Cherry Tree manor at 3 pm. the team will then 
evaluate this trial. 
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News of Former Ministers – Rev Alun McNabb is still 
preaching at 83. 
Rev Adrian Argile continues to lead the Heart of England 
Baptist Association. The family have celebrated Daven’s 
wedding and are looking forward to Steph’s marriage to Sam. 
Adrian & Pam have been to China where their group had a 
scary encounter with the authorities. 
 
 
The Ovenden Family are back in Uganda and their Prayer 
Letter is now available as they settle down to being a family of 
5 with Eleanor Ada Joy having joined the ‘team’ in October. 
They had a good time in the UK and are particularly thankful 
that Connie had a good experience of school. They ask for 
prayer for people to join them in the work at Globetrotters, 
Lois’s therapy work   and Joe’s agricultural project. 
 
 
 
Clarence Mendis writes with thanks for Kay Street’s recent 
gift. He tells of difficulties in the work of Farms Lanka due to 
political turmoil – parliament is in chaos; battle between the 
political parties prevails; no proper administration; all 
development programmes terminated; awaiting verdict about 
the real Prime Minister. 
 
‘As scheduled’ he says ‘we are continuing with Farms 
programmes without any excuses as God leads and with His 
provision and protection. It is a joy to be witnessing to Christ 
especially in the non-Christian areas where we work!’ 
Pray  for Clarence, Farms Lanka and the country 
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Jan 6 AM All Age Worship led by June Worsley & team 

 
 PM Communion and Prayer led by David Griffith 
 
 
Jan 13 AM Start of new series – ‘Transformed Life’ 
  Preacher Rev M Hirst  ‘Brand New’  Ephesians 1:1&2 

  Coordinator Rev J Hirst 
 
 PM DVD led by Allyson Jump 
 
 
Jan 20 AM Preacher Mrs G Reeves  ‘Eternally Blessed’  Eph. 1:3-14 

  Coordinator Heather Skilling 
 
  PM Preacher Rev M Hirst 
 
 
Jan 27 AM Covenant Service 
  Preacher Rev M Hirst  ‘Pray for Revelation’ Eph. 1:15-23

  Coordinator  Di Isherwood 
 
  PM Café Church led by Rev J Hirst  
 

 
Sunday, February 3rd 

2019 
Rawtenstall Churches 

Together 
Longholme Methodist 

Church at 10.30pm. 
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Thurs Jan 3  Antioch reopens 9.30 am – 4 pm 
 
Sat Jan 5  Asda breakfast Prayer Meeting 8 am. 
Sat Jan 5  Torch Fellowship 2 pm. 
 
Mon Jan 7  Deacons’ Meeting 
 
Sun Jan 13  Visits to Holme Manor 2 pm 
       Cherry Tree Lodge 3 pm 
 
Thurs Jan 17 CAP Befrienders’ Training 10 am. 
 
Sat Jan 19  Prayer Walk 4 pm. 
 
Mon Jan 21  Church Members’ Meeting 
 
Sat Jan 26  Striders’ Monthly Walk 
   Stacksteads Stridings  4 miles 
 
Mon Jan 28  Church Prayer Meeting 7.45 pm 
 
 
      

 
 
 

Monday    9.30 am     Kay Street Caterpillars 
       6.30 pm     Table Tennis Coaching 

Tuesday 10.00 am     Hands On 
      12.45 pm     Small Group 
        7.00 pm     Alpha+ 
        7.30 pm     Table Tennis 
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Weekly Activities continued – 
 
Wednesday   1.00 pm  Memory Choir 
    7.00 pm A2O 
    7.30 pm      Table Tennis 
Thursday    9.00 am  Mini Me 
    3.30 pm      House group 
    8.00 pm  Music Practice 
Friday  10.00 am Mini Me 
    7.00 pm Friday Night Club 
 

(details each week in the Bulletin plus other  
house groups and who to contact. Details can also be found in  

the diary on church web site) 
 
 

    Looking Back to January 1994 
and the newsletter of that month 

 
In his opening article at the beginning of the January 1994 
newsletter, deacon Geoff. Skilling comments on some of the 
horrific incidents of 1993 (violence in our streets and homes 
and legislation passed into our laws contrary to God’s laws to 
name only two) and asks what as God’s people what do we do 
about it? He answers his own question in this way :- 

1. We are to be as ‘salt’ – standing up and speaking out 
against what is wrong in our society. 

2. We are to be as ‘light’ showing a better way, the way to 
Jesus. 

3. We are to follow the Biblical advice about how we 
should live and he points us to Romans 12:9-16. (still to 
be recommended today- Ed.) 
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STEWARDS    Coordinator Alan Morton 

 

  
Porch 

 
Upper Right 

 
Upper Left 

Jan 6  
  

Alan Morton 
Tom Pickup 

Ruth Boaden Bill Boaden 

Jan 13 Martin Midgley 

Margaret 
Robinson 

Margaret 

Spurrell  

Elaine 

Bagshaw 

Jan 20  Peter Leonard 
Stuart Brown 

Mike Wells Thelma Hitch 
 

Jan 27 Robin Coulston 
Margaret 
Robinson  

Joan Crook Pat Coulston 

 
FLOWERS  Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

 
  

Jan 6 Vacant      Please see note 
Jan 13 Vacant       
Jan 20 Vacant           on page 10 
Jan 27 Vacant  

 
COFFEE   Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

 
CRECHE   Coordinator Jess Goldie 
 
Please note that items for the February  newsletter should 
reach the editor Joyce Barnes 
joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com by January 17 for  
publication on January 27 
 
 

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com

