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Jesus Lives ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hallelujah ! 
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If we want to be whole life disciples of Jesus and make whole life 
disciples of Jesus, it is vital that we grasp afresh the amazing 
scope of his love for us. One of the most compelling scenes in 
Mel Gibson’s, ‘The passion of the Christ’ occurs when Jesus, 
blood streaked and weakened by the whip falls under the weight 
of the cross as he stumbles his way through the Jerusalem street. 
Mary, watching on, runs to lift her son from the dust. Somehow 
Jesus, in the haze of pain and exhaustion, summons up a burst 
of energy and fixing his gaze on his mother, says with searing 
intensity: “See, Mother, how I make all things new.” 
 
Now clearly Gibson has imported the phrase from Revelation 21, 
but it captures the comprehensive intent of Christ’s self-sacrifice 
on the cross. All things, not some things. all creation, not some of 
creation will be healed and restored when Jesus comes again, 
but it begins now. 
 
The apostle Paul sheds more light on this truth when he writes in 
Colossians 1 that Jesus the image of the invisible God, is not only 
the one by whom and for whom all things were made, not only 
the one who sustains all things, “but the one through whom all 
things are reconciled, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.” 
(Col 1: 20) 
 
This is the wonder and glory of God’s plan in Jesus - not a partial 
salvation, not an interim solution, but a definitive, once and for all, 
all sufficient, redemptive sacrifice that promises the complete 
renewal of all things!!  
 
Certainly, Jesus came to die in our place. To take upon himself 
that which we could not take on ourselves, to take away the sin of 
the world and to defeat death and Satan. But he also came to  
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bring us life and life in all its fullness; so much of which we can 
enjoy and experience in many different ways; work, art, music,  
food, celebration, sport, dance and much more besides. 
Everything we do is important to God, because everything we do 
has an impact on his creation and on those created in his image. 
 
The challenge to the church today is not one that can be 
addressed by a new set of programs; it is one that must be 
addressed by the rediscovery of our faith that embraces the 
whole of our lives as Christians. The core issue is not programs 
but ethos, not activities but values. Jesus doesn’t want to change 
or transform just one area of our lives. He wants to transform it all 
through his spirit in order that we may become more and more 
like him, which is after all the ultimate goal of the disciple; to grow 
ever more Christ like in all things. 
 
So this Easter may we once again experience the wonder of the 
passion as we reflect, consider and ponder anew the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. May that truth transform and change our 
lives as we move forward in all that he has for us. When reflecting 
on the events of Easter, Vicky Beeching wrote a song entitled, 
‘May I never lose the wonder.’ The words of this song captivated 
my heart from the moment I heard it. The chorus of the song is 
outlined below. I really hope they encourage and challenge you 
the way they have with me. May God bless you all this Easter 
time! 
 

Matt, on behalf of Jonny, Jess and the deacons 
 

“May I never lose the wonder 
The wonder of the cross 

May I see it like the first time 
Standing as a sinner lost 

Undone by mercy and left speechless 
Watching wide eyed at the cost 

May I never lose the wonder 
The wonder of the cross” 

CCL2790 
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CRE has been holding exhibitions all over the country for 
about thirty years and after five years it returned to Manchester 
Event City near the Trafford Centre and  a few of us went at 
different times to see what was on offer.  
 
It provided a brief snapshot of the UK Christian Community 
with various stalls offering books, publishers, sound systems, 
financial advice, holidays, our coffee supplier, Bible College 
courses and of course loads of brochures and leaflets. 
Throughout the two days there were also a variety of 
seminars. In a short article it is not possible to describe the 
range of what was available but here are just a few examples 
of what was available. 
 
On arrival we all got a lanyard to wear so people would know 
our name rather than asking and the inevitable plastic carrier 
bag (a rarity these days but not environmentally friendly) to 
hold all the leaflets and Geoff Skilling’s stock of free pens that 
he replenishes when he attends such events. 
 
At CRE a well-known Christian usually attends. This time it 
was Dana. For the younger readers she once won the 
Eurovision Song Contest for Ireland (not the UK of course) and 
was also an Irish Politician. She sang and spoke at one of the 
seminars.  
 
Charities Aid Foundation helped David Isherwood, as treasurer  
to find out more about Kay Street’s prospective new bank.   
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Missionary Aviation Fellowship managed to place a small 
aircraft in the exhibition area and a flight simulator for people 
to test their skills. Sue Saxon was the only one brave enough  
to have a go but probably not a good idea to let her take you 
on a flight! 
 
I was intrigued by a seminar on the Theology of Safeguarding 
by 31:8 (formerly the Church Pastoral Aid Society) that now 
provides a service for those involved in safeguarding issues. I 
also found out what 31:8 meant - It is a verse in Proverbs 
talking about speaking up for those with no voice. 
 
Our Area Minister, Phil Jump was found at a Northern 
Counties Churches stall. He had comfortable armchairs on his 
stall to rest weary legs so it was worth chatting to him. Phil 
claimed he saw more North West Baptist Ministers in two days 
than he would be able to visit in a number of weeks. Jonny 
may regret stopping to chat to him because he was roped in to 
assist at the Baptist stand at Spring Harvest in Harrogate. 
 
In conclusion I guess the event was worthwhile although not 
everyone would go again. It gave an opportunity to realise the 
Christian community is still very active doing wonderful and 
occasionally wacky things in the name of Jesus. Thanks CRE 
for coming to Manchester and Jonny for getting the tickets. 
 
P.S. I’m not sure if Matt missed the bacon butties available at 
CRE in the morning. If he did he must be losing his grip. 

 
Brian Williams 
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Joy Hirst was welcomed into Church Membership by Matt on 
March 10 and Jonny and Jemima blessed and they were 
welcomed as a family. 
 
Amy Lord is still improving in hospital and is looking forward 
to getting home. Please continue to pray for her. 
 
It was good to see Jane Jackson leading worship again and 
to have Ellen Heys back. 
 
Amendments to Prayer List – Rachel O’Hara and family 
have moved home. 
 
Rachel’s mobile is the same but no land line. 
 
The Skillings have new email addresses. 
 
The Deacons’ Election was held at the Church meeting on 
March 18 and Gaz Pemberton, Ian Pickup, Geoff. Skilling 
and Janet White were each elected to serve for 3 years. 
 
Can you help? 
More volunteers are needed to join the Sunday morning 
Coffee Rota. It usually works out at 2/3 times every 3 months 
but the more folks on the rota the fewer times each will be 
needed. Please see Sandy Rushton if you can help. 
 
Antioch Christian Bookroom – Many thanks to all those who 
braved the rough weather on March 16 to attend our Big Brew. 
We were most impressed and encouraged by the numbers. 
Thank you for coming and for your donations to Traidcraft 
Exchange. 
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CAP 
 
Give thanks for the number of clients who have either made 
new commitments to Jesus Christ or have rekindled their 
relationship with him. 
 
Please pray for: 

• These new believers to stand firm and grow in their faith 
and to become established in churches. 

• Others to join them! 

• Pray for clients and families to come to churches, nurture 
group, Friday club etc. 

• A number of clients are not responding to calls or texts - 
pray that they will remain in contact.  

• Clients who are working through the process - gathering 
paperwork, budget meetings, waiting for decisions from 
head office etc. Pray for them to accept the routes offered 
to them. 

• Clients to continue to pay into their plans. some have very 
long repayment plans, others have expenditure reductions 
as they pay into their plans. 

• Good relationships between clients and befrienders, for 
stamina for befrienders and for new volunteers to become 
befrienders. 

• The process to restart the Job Club is ongoing. Pray that 
whatever emerges meets the needs of clients. 
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Caterpillars 
 

Please pray for: 

• Those who attend, that there will be bridges built between 
church folk and the mothers/carers. 

• The mothers' group, and for people to come to both faith 
and church. 

• Those on the waiting list, and those who have to be turned 
away. 

• Wisdom about opening a second group. 

 
TWAM – Tools with a Mission  

 

 
 
 
A container ship was sent to Zambia in February by TWAM. 
 
So what went into that one container? Ask R J Hargreaves to 
show you the list. Richard acts as a collector of tools for 
TWAM. 
 
And what happens to the tools? 
 
Meet Moses, a young man who is helping to build his church in 
Lusaka. He stresses how hard it would be for him to buy tools 
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because they are so expensive. He has been working on this 
project for 5 years. He builds during the week, trains on 
Saturdays and attends church on Sundays. He is an example 
of young people who have ambition, drive and determination to 
transform their lives. All they lack is opportunity and tools and 
TWAM has provided both. 
 
Here is a list of things that TWAM collect to send abroad :- 
 
Agricultural tools, Builder’s tools, Carpentry tools, Electrician’s 
tools, Plumber’s tools, Garage workshop, Power tools, Sewing 
machines (not all kinds) 
 
 
Things they can’t use include:- All broken tools, Ladders, Lawn 
rakes and long handled shears, Lawnmowers, Printers and 
scanners, Disability aids, Clothes and shoes, Bicycles, Adult 
books and children’s fiction, Embroidery materials, Household 
appliances, Medical instruments. 
 
If you have something you think may be useful speak to 
Richard. 
 
 
           

******************************************************************* 

 
 
Join Millions of Christians around the World 

PRAYER FOR MUSLIMS DURING RAMADAN 

6th MAY to 4th JUNE 2019 
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Christians from many denominations around the world 
regularly participate in this largest ongoing prayer focus on the 
Muslim world. The guide is there to help us understand more 
of Islam and to provide a focus for our prayers for each day of 
Ramadan including for our Muslim neighbours and Muslim 
peoples of the world.. It is our sincere desire that Muslims the 
world over would have the opportunity to freely understand 
and consider the Good News of Jesus Christ. God is 
answering prayers the world over but there are many 
thousands of Muslims who never get to hear of Jesus.  

A new prayer guide is available from Malcolm Cowen for 
£1.80. Please buy the guide and join in with prayer for 
these lost people. 

 
 
There are many Muslims in Rossendale including some new 
refugees. Generally they are hard working and mix only with 
other Muslims. Unfortunately few have ever been invited into  
Christian homes. We believe that this is a God-given 
opportunity for us to demonstrate Christian love and hospitality 
by welcoming the stranger among us. Please join us in prayer 
during Ramadan. 

Malcolm Cowen 
 
"God shapes the world by prayer. The more praying there 

is in the world the better the world will be, the mightier the 

forces against evil." - Mother Teresa  

“When the devil sees a man or woman who really believes 

in prayer, who knows how to pray, and who really does 

pray, and, above all, when he sees a whole church on its 

face before God in prayer, he trembles as much as he ever 
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did, for he knows that his day in that church or community 

is at an end.” - R.A. Torrey 

 
 
 

Children’s  Pages – Jess and the Editor would like to have 
your feedback as they consider the way forward. Do the 
children like/do them? Do parents appreciate them? What 
about others in the fellowship? Any suggestions? Please 
speak to Jess or Joyce 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 7 AM Preacher Rev M Hirst     Coordinator Rev J Hirst 
 
  PM Communion & Prayer led by Janet Barrie 
 
 
April 14 AM Palm Sunday   Preacher Rev M Hirst 
  Communion      Coordinator Jane Jackson 
     

    PM  DVD led by Rev M Hirst 
 
 
April 19 Good Friday 10.30am. Preacher Rev J Hirst 
 
 
April 21 AM  Easter Sunday  All Age Service  
  led by Rev M Hirst & All Age team 
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    PM  Preacher Rev J Hirst 
 
 
April 28 AM Preacher Mr I Pickup   Coordinator Allyson Jump 
     

    PM Café Church led by Rev J Hirst   
 

Jesus Lives 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Hallelujah ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon April 1  Deacons’ Meeting 
 
Thurs April 4, 11, 18, & 25 CAP Nurture Group 11 am. 
 
Sat April 6  Asda Prayer Breakfast 8 am. 

  Torch Fellowship 2 pm. 
 
Sat April 27  Striders’ Monthly Walk  see below 
 
Sun April 28       Visits to Care Homes   see below  
 
Mon April 29 Church Annual Review   
 
Striders’ Walk:    Blackstone Edge with Benny Hill ! 
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Meet: Kay Street Car Park, Rawtenstall  9.50am. Carshare to 
Hollingworth Lake (car park) . Arriving  around 10.40am.  
Following a small beck we climb over a knoll to cross a second 
stream. The path then wriggles through birch woods then up to 
Owlet Hall. Following the stream to Shore Lane Farm and then along 
Whittaker Lane to Lydgate we start the climb via an old packhorse 
road onto Blackstone Edge, reaching a height of 472 m above sea 
level. Turning right to descend a little to follow a reservoir feed 
channel then we cross a shoulder of moor, Hoar Edge, and 
descending on a track passing a cairn and Dry Mere on Clegg Moor. 
We skirt around Benny Hill to Sike Farm taking an ancient lane 
through  Hollingworth Fold and shortly join the road along the Lake 
embankment.                                                                        6.5 miles. 

                                                                                              
The Easter Services for the Care Homes  
will be on 28th April. This is so the children will be back at school. 
The service at Holme Manor will start at 2pm then we hope to start 
the service at Cherry Tree at 3pm Tree Lodge.). We would like to 
take a group of our Sunday School children with us.  Please let me 
know if your child/ren would like to come along.  Margaret Morton. 
 

Coming Soon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 

 
 

     For more details please contact Suzanne on 07815 559754 
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****************************************** 
Looking Back to April 1994 

and the newsletter of that month 
 
The second in the ‘Taking the lid off’ series was to be on April 
13 when the subject would be ‘The problem of child abuse’ 
and the speaker was to be the Head of Child Protection for 
Calderdale Metropolitan District Council. 
 
Home Mission Sunday was to be on May 8 when the preacher 
would be Rev Roger Foster, a former deacon, from Castleton 
Baptist Church, South Wales.  
 
There was to be a BMS district meeting at Kay Street on May 
25 when four young people who had been with 28:19 teams to 
Nepal and Thailand were to share their experiences. 
 
 
 
 
STEWARDS    Coordinator Alan Morton 
  

Porch 
 
Upper Right 

 
Upper Left 

April 7 
  

Alan Morton 
Tom Pickup 

 Pauline 
 Stephenson  

Margaret  
Morton  

April 14 David Pilling 
P Webb Sear 

Anne  
Webb Sear  

Andy Moss  

April 19 
Good Friday 

David Isherwood 
Alan Morton 

Margaret  
Morton  

Elaine 
Bagshaw 

April 21  David Isherwood 
Peter Leonard  

Jilly Horton Mike Wells 
 

April 28 James Pickup 

Margaret 
Robinson 

Margaret  

Spurrell  

Elaine 

Bagshaw 
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FLOWERS  Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

  

April 7 Christine Coates 
April 14 Christine Coates 
April 21 Vacant 
April 28  Vacant  

 
COFFEE   Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

 
CRECHE   Coordinator Jess Goldie 
 
Please note that items for the April newsletter should reach the 
editor Joyce Barnes 
joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com by April 18 
for  publication on April 28 

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com
mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com

