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Can you think back to Jan 2018? At that time we were praying 

about five big things:- 

• Should we look for a new Family and Children's Worker to 

replace Rachel? 

• Should we look for an assistant minister to complement 

Matt? 

• Should we carry on exploring the possibility of setting up a 

CAP (Christians Against Poverty) Centre in the Valley in 

partnership with other churches?  

• Following Matt's sabbatical, how do we grow and learn to 

be better disciples of Jesus? 

• What should we do about the lack of space/facilities in our 

buildings? 

 

It was not an easy time, answers didn't come quickly. What 

was God saying to us? Yet 18 months later we can see how 

God has gloriously answered our prayers. 

 

• Jess Goldie is now our part time Family and Children's 
worker.  

• Jane Morris is Manager for the new Rossendale .CAP 
Centre. 

• Jonny Hirst is  our associate minister. 

• And discipleship: after much consultation, deacons' away 

days, prayer and discussion, Matt and Jonnie outlined the 

way forward at the recent Annual Review Meeting.  As a 

church we are committing ourselves to following Jesus the 

Lord. 
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                    Following Jesus Faithfully  UP 

                    Following Jesus Together  IN 

Following Jesus Everywhere  OUT 

Don't worry if this is new to you, it will all be explained in the 

coming weeks and months; you will not miss out! 

 

• One prayer is still unanswered - and the lack of space has 
become even more urgent as Jess and Jonny share a tiny 
office.  Can we really pray for this answer and if you have 
any "prayer waves" please share these ideas with the 
Premises Team - Peter, Richard-John or Di.  

 
On top of these prayers the missionary team had started to 
ask God to call someone from within the Fellowship to mission 
work.  And no sooner had that prayer gone up, than Kathryn 
Dungworth said how she felt called to Mercy Ships after 
hearing about them at Spring Harvest. Wow!!! How fantastic! 
How we will miss her! 
 
Last year we sent George Platt off to Mongolia. This year we 
send Kathryn off as a teacher with Mercy Ships. 
 
This gives us an opportunity to encourage and support 
Kathryn. Some of you will have already done this by signing up 
to give regularly through Mercy Ships. Donations labelled 
Mercy Ships can also be popped into the church offering 
boxes.   
 
However there are other ways to give support. Very important 
is prayer; if we need prayer here in England how much more 
do those who work in foreign climes and different cultures? 
Kathryn will be giving regular updates so that we can pray 
intelligently for her. 
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And then there is creative support! I  
remember Marmite, custard and the Guardian 
weekly review being of great comfort and a taste 
of home for one missionary family!  So it’s about 
finding those little things that bring love and joy! 
 

Looking back a lot  has happened at Kay Street in a short 

space of time, God has answered our prayers in 

surprising and unusual ways. Yet again He has shown his 

faithfulness.... He is good and He has been good to us. 

 

And as a result of our prayers new ministries have started,  

Caterpillars and "Bendy Babies" groups; Christians 

Against Poverty bringing help, hope and comfort to 

people in desperate situations. New people have been 

reached, new people are coming to services and mid week 

activities. There is a sense that God is at work among us 

in a new way. 

 

SO........Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our 

faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up 

because of the cross! On the contrary, because of the joy 

that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of the 

disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at 

the right side of God's throne. 

Hebrews 12:2 
 
Di Isherwood 

on behalf of Matt, Jonny, Jess and the Deacons 
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The other Sunday afternoon I spent an hour or so being really 

uplifted as I read the latest issue of BMS World Mission’s free 

magazine which they publish three times a year.  

 

The current issue features news from around the world: 

 

• Helping abused women receive legal aid in Mozambique 

• Pre-school education for disadvantaged children in Bangladesh, 

helping them to be ready for school instead of being excluded. 

• Helping mothers in Tunisia earn an income. 

• Helping families in Eastern Ukraine survive a bitterly cold winter. 

• Making a difference to refugees in South Sudan. 

• 10 top tips for evangelism from India. 

• Church planting in France. 

And all with the opportunity to introduce people to Jesus  

  

(Go to BMS World Mission magazine and register for you own 

regular copy)       JHB. 
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It was 
very rewarding to be in the US for the campus outreach event 
and I was thankful to teach Sunday schools and to deliver 
some messages at Japanese and Korean Churches in the 
area. Lots of encouraging students to meet and a very good 
time of partnership and serving in their global missions centre 
overall. 
 
I'll be finishing the North West gospel partnership ministry 
training course next month and will be serving on a summer 
team again to international students in July. In August I'll move 
to South Korea on a government scholarship to spend one 
year of language study in Korean and then move to Seoul to 
start my chemistry PhD. I'll be thankful to learn language once 
more, see a lot of my Korean missionary friends again, and to 
get back into chemistry academia. I know there are some good 
churches I can be at there, and also know that the young men 
face a lot of struggles (huge pressure to go the best schools, 2 
year army service, hierarchical society etc.) so hope I can 
disciple and work with youth there where servant leadership  
turns a lot of heads. 
 
Students come from all around the world on this scholarship 
programme so I am praying I make friends well with them, and 
over the course of our language classes together for the first  
year, can share more of the hope of Jesus with them and be a  
winsome student there. 
 
City Church Manchester are doing well, praying for a new 
building, and look to launch a new second service and 
evangelistic strategy in September. Has been good to meet 
regularly with Pastor Ralph and to keep supporting their  
ministry trainees and work in the years ahead.  
George Platt 

https://northwestpartnership.com/training/ministry-training-course/its-purpose
https://northwestpartnership.com/training/ministry-training-course/its-purpose
https://friendsinternational.uk/get-involved/volunteering/summer-teams
https://friendsinternational.uk/get-involved/volunteering/summer-teams
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this about Bible Society? They publish Bible portions, based 

on the Good News Bible, which have these features making 

them ‘dyslexia- friendly’: 

1. Short paragraphs 

2. Increased line spacing 

3. Larger type face 

4. Cream coloured paper rather than bright white 

5. Paper that has high opacity, so little text shows through 

from the next page 

6. Paper that has a matt finish rather than gloss limiting 

reflection. 

 

Available direct from Bible Society, from Antioch Christian 

bookroom and other Christian book shops. 

 
**************************************  

As Kathryn Dungworth leaves in early 
June to start her training with Mercy Ships, 
our prayers go with her. 
We have news that Mercy Ships have 
performed their 100,000th  free surgical 
procedure.  
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CAP 
 
Give thanks for: 

• The number of people who are now debt free.  

• Those who have come to faith through the work of CAP, 
both in Rossendale and elsewhere. 

• Jane and her army of befrienders 
 
Please pray for: 

• Those who are now debt free to remain so.  

• Those who are seeking employment to be able to find 
work. 

• Plans to relaunch the CAP job club with Lynda Kesterton 
leading and Jim Barrie supporting. If the plans are 
accepted by CAP head office then training will begin in 
June. 

• Those who have come to faith to grow as disciples and 
settle in churches. 

• Good relationships between clients and befrienders.  

• Opportunities for Jane and befrienders to share the gospel 
with clients.  

• Wisdom for Jane to know how best to support clients with 
practical needs. 

• Effective use of Jane’s time, and protection of her family 
time 

• Peace for clients waiting for the initial meeting  
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Local mission 
 
Please pray for: 

• God to be working in the hearts of local people to bring 
them to himself 

• Wisdom for the team as they plan events and activities  

• Relationships between Christians and others on the football 
and table tennis teams. Pray for Math and Trev as they 
lead these. 

• Those who have been praying faithfully for family 
members, often for many years.  

• That their loved ones will come to faith. 
 
 
Persecuted Church 
 
Give thanks that Asia Bibi has left Pakistan. 
 
Pray  

• That she may settle in her new country. 

• That the publicity around this case will lead to an 
improvement in conditions for Christians in Pakistan. 

• That God will call people to Himself in Ramadan, and for 
people to respond. 

• For believers from a Muslim background that God would 
protect them and that they would stand firm and grow in 
their faith. 

• For the Christians in Sri Lanka as they respond to the 
recent bombings. 
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TORTOISES ARE A PROTECTED SPECIES 
 

“Tortoises are a protected species, aren’t they? You don’t 
often see them these days, do you?” Puzzled looks crossed 
the faces of those listening. “You said tortoises are a protected 
species.” Laughter broke out at this point. “No. I said….”replied 
the speaker. One rolls with things and so we laughed together. 
 
This is what happens when one is somewhat hearing impaired. 
Conversations can become convoluted. Either one gives in or 
goes with the flow and becomes a source of constant 
amusement. 
 
Going to lip-reading classes has been very helpful and hearing 
the experience of a visitor who came to speak about Hearing 
Dogs for Deaf People was a source of great encouragement 
as she testified to her experiences before she had her dog 
and after. The dog had become a lifeline. She no longer felt 
vulnerable when her husband had to go out or at night when 
hearing aids were put aside. Her life had become a story in 
two parts. Before the dog and after the dog. It became a 
companion, a comforter walking alongside her, a friend who 
guided and brought friends into her life. Doesn’t this remind us 
of another companion who has brought us a before and after 
life? 
 
This speaker has been invited by Tuesday Alpha to come to 
Kay Street to share her story. Statistics say one in six has a 
hearing impairment of some sort or another and although we 
may not be at a place where we need a dog, maybe knowing 
about such a scheme and perhaps even being involved in 
some way could be helpful to a friend. 
 
Alpha Plus invite all who may be interested to join them on 
June 25 at 8 pm. And yes… tortoises are a protected species! 

Jean P. 
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Wedding – Congratulations and best wishes to David Pilling 
& Angela Richardson married at Altrincham  on May 11. 
 
New Address – Ian & Judith Pickup have recently moved 
home. Please see them for details. 
  
New Baby – Abigail & Lewis Williams announce the arrival 
of their first child, Toby Oscar Williams who was born on 11th 
May weighing 8lb 14 oz. Mum and baby both doing well. Toby 
is a fifth Grandchild for Gillian and Adrian Bower and an eighth 
Great Grandchild for Sheila Whipp. 
 
Our sympathy has gone to Michelle Wilde on the death of her 
mother and to Renee White on the death of her sister. 
 

Robin Coulston writes ‘Thank you to the fellowship for the 
kind gifts given to me on my retirement as a church cleaner. It 
was totally unexpected but so much appreciated; it has been a 
privilege to be involved in the daily running of KSBC, thank 
you. 

 
Farewell – Pete & Julie Grimshaw leave to start a new life in 
the Highlands of Scotland where they intend to build (literally) 
their new home 
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June 2 AM All Age Service Led by All Age Team 
  Coordinator Rev M Hirst Communion 
  Sandwich Sunday 
 
  PM Communion & Prayer led by Rev J Hirst 
 
 
June 9 AM Pentecost Preacher Rev M Hirst 
    Coordinator David Griffith 
 
  PM Pentecost Praise led by Prayer team & YP 
 
 
June 16 AM Preacher Rev J Hirst          Fathers’ Day   
               Coordinator David Isherwood (Lost- Zaccheus  Luke 24:1-10) 
 
    PM Preacher Rev M Hirst 
 
 
June 23 AM Preacher Rev M Hirst  Coordinator Rev J Hirst 
  (Cross- Following Jesus   Mark15:23-41) 
 
 

     PM Café Church led by Di Isherwood 
 
 
June 30 AM Preacher Rev M Hirst  

(The road to Emmaus   Luke 24:13-25) 
Coordinator Heather Skilling  

 
     PM  Café Church – New songs  Led by David Griffith  
               see p. 14 
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Our blest Redeemer, ere He breathed 
His tender last farewell, 
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed 
With us to dwell. 
 
He came in semblance of a dove, 
With sheltering wings outspread, 
The holy balm of peace and love, 
On earth to shed. 
 
He came in tongues of living flame 
To teach, convince, subdue; 
All-powerful as the wind He came, 
As viewless too. 
 
He comes sweet influence to impart, 
A gracious, willing Guest, 
Where He can find one humble heart 
Wherein to rest. 
 
And His that gentle voice we hear, 
Soft as the breath of even, 
That checks each fault , that calms each fear, 
And speaks of heaven. 
 
For every virtue we possess, 
And every victory won, 
And every thought of holiness 
Are His alone. 
 
Spirit of purity and grace, 
Our weakness, pitying, see; 

O make our hearts Thy dwelling-place, 
And  worthier Thee.   

 

Harriet Auber 1773-1862  CCL2790       
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Sat June 1  Asda Prayer Meeting 8 am. 
Sat June 1  Torch Fellowship 2 pm. 
 
Mon & Tues 3 & 4 Prayer for Muslim world YP room 7pm. 

Mon June 3      Renew for Women  
St. Mary’s Church, Rawtenstall 
7.15 Refreshments for 7.45 Start 
        Carla  Pickering 

                   “Experiencing the Presence of God” 
 
Thurs June 6, 13, 20, 27 CAP Nurture Group 
 
Sun June 9  Visits to Care Homes 
  Holme Manor 2 pm. & Cherry Tree Lodge 3 pm. 
 
Sat June 15  Prayer Walk 4 pm. 
 
Mon June 24 Church Prayer Meeting 7.45 pm. 
 
Tues June 25 Open invitation to Alpha Plus - see p.10 
 
Sat June 29  Striders’ Monthly Walk 
   Marsden – over Deer 6½ miles 
 

 Would you like to learn  
some new worship songs ? 
Then why not come along 
to the Café Church We’ll be 
spending time worshiping  
God together through song 
and learning a new song or two! 
All that, and refreshments too 
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June - National Month of Prayer for  
Toddler Group Ministries 

 
This annual prayer focus encourages churches to pray for the 
work of their toddler groups as they reach out to serve the 
needs of their community. It is coordinated by the charity 

1277 

(1277 is the number of days from birth to nursery) 
who are planning various activities (see www./1277.org.uk) 

 
Through out  the month we are encouraged to pray that church 
toddler groups may be places where children, parents and 
carers find a welcome, encounter God’s love ‘and find a place 
to make their nests’ (see Jesus’ Parable of The Mustard Seed 
Matthew 13:31-32).      From Baptist Times on-line round-up May 2019 

 

Let’s pray daily for the people who run and the children and 
adults who attend our own toddler group here at Kay Street - 
‘Kay Street Caterpillars’ on Monday mornings. 

 
Looking Back to June 1994 

and the newsletter of that month 
 
           Articles ranged over 3 continents starting with Self 
Denial week when it was planned to support provision of new 
houses for Betel Home for abandoned children in Brazil; then 
the threat of disease and trauma to refugees in Rwanda 
followed by Church planting in Belgium. 

Church news included the announcement of 
Anniversary services on June 26 when the preacher morning 
and evening was to be Rev Philip Norris minister of Edgeside 
Baptist Church. 

An event was planned on Sunday, July 10 in Whitaker 
Park after the morning service with a picnic followed by a 
service of praise from 2 pm. for an hour and then games. 

http://www./1277.org.uk
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STEWARDS    
Coordinator Alan Morton 

  
Porch 

 
Upper Right 

 
Upper Left 

June 2 
  

David Piling 
Paul Webb-Sear 

 Anne Webb-Sear  Andy Moss  

June 9 David Isherwood   
Peter Leonard 

Jilly Horton  Mike Wells  

June 16 Margaret Robinson 
James Pickup 

Margaret 
Spurrell  

Elaine Bagshaw 

June 23  Bill & Ruth Boaden 
 

June Worsley  
 

Thelma Hitch 
 

June 30 Stuart Brown  
R J Hargreaves 

Joan Crook Carol 
Hargreaves 

 
FLOWERS  Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

  

June 2 David Pilling  
June 9 Thelma Hitch 
June 16 Margaret Robinson 
June 23 Joan Crook 
June 30 Christine Coates 

 
 
COFFEE   Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

 
CRECHE   Coordinator Jess Goldie 
 
Please note that items for the July/ August newsletter should 
reach the editor Joyce Barnes 
joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com  
by June 20 for  publication on June 30. Please be aware that 
this will be a double issue 
  
 

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com

