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Encourage !! 
 

Just as I was sitting down to write this editorial I received a 
Facebook friend request from a person whose name I did 
not recognize. After checking that we did have a number of 

shared friends I accepted the request and a few minutes 
later received the most lovely message from a former 

student, now in her early forties, from tropical Borneo.  My 
memory of this young lady is of a quiet and timid girl who 
lacked confidence in herself. She recounted that in the past 

twenty years she had been teaching, “first in Manchester, 
then overseas in Qatar, Shanghai, Beijing, Seoul and now 

in tropical Brunei, Borneo.” She went on to recall an 
occasion when I had encouraged her when she was about 
15. “One of my teachers told me that I couldn’t write an 

essay and I’d be lucky if I passed (GCSE History).  Your 
advice was ‘well, all you have to do is prove them wrong 

then!’, and I did. It was a great moment that I have 
recounted to my own students on many occasions in my 
attempts to encourage them just as you inspired and 

encouraged me!” I must confess to not remembering the 
occasion, but it left me feeling really encouraged to think 

that my unremembered words had been used to encourage 
many students in different parts of the world whom I would 
never meet. 

 
One of my favourite New Testament characters is Barnabas. 

When we first meet him in Acts chapter 4 he had just sold 
some of his land and given the money to the apostles to 
support their work. He quickly earned the nickname “Son of 

Encouragement” and he played a part in befriending the 

newly converted Paul and played an important part in 

trusting the genuineness of his conversion and introducing 
this former persecutor of Christians to the very people he 

had previously been trying to destroy.   
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Then we read in Acts 11: 23/4 that “When he arrived (in 

Antioch) and saw what the grace of God had done, he was 
glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord 

with all their hearts.  He was a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought 
to the Lord.” Barnabas then accompanied Paul on the early 

and difficult part of his missionary journey and again 
encouraged both Paul and all others whom they met. Paul, 

of course, then went on to spread the gospel far and wide 
and so Barnabas’ words of encouragement travelled like 
ripples in a pond, going much further that he would ever 

have imagined. 
 

Every day we meet people and each conversation, no 
matter how small and insignificant it might seem, is an 
opportunity to encourage someone and therefore draw 

them closer to God. When I was in teaching I always felt 
that no one was more important than the person I was 

talking to at that particular moment and you never knew 
how much that conversation might be remembered and 

how significant it might be. So my words of encouragement 
at the beginning of this Newsletter are quite simply those of 
Paul himself: “So encourage each other and build each 

other up, just as you are already doing. - 1 Thessalonians 
5:11   Whether it is in a Housegroup, out with other Kay 

Streeters in a local coffee shop or just chatting at the end 
of one of our services, lets strive to become a church of 
“encouragers”. 

 
So encourage each other and build each other up, 

just as you are already doing. - 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 
Trevor Elkington  

on behalf of Matt, Jess and the Deacons 
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Rawtenstall Fair 
 
 

 
On Saturday 25th November David Hollows of the 
Methodist Circuit has secured a pitch on the town square 

with the Christmas Market. He has got a large marquee and 
Rawtenstall Churches will be coming together to 

maintain a Christian presence on the square throughout the 
day. Antioch Christian Bookroom will be there with 
books and cards, there will be a ‘Pop-Up Nativity Photo 

Booth’, a prayer tree, children’s crafts and more.  
We also want to open up Kay St. as a rest stop serving hot 

drinks. If you can spare a couple of hours to help 
throughout the day please sign up on the volunteer sheet 
downstairs. If you can’t physically get to the event please 

pray for the people whose paths we cross, that our words 
and prayers on the day can make a difference and shine 

Gods glory into our community. 
 

Volunteers are needed to help with children’s 

activities and prayer requests, please see Eileen 
Coward or Janet Barrie. Antioch will need help with 

the bookstall, call in the bookroom to volunteer or 
see Joyce or Alison. You will not be expected to be 

there all day – most activities will be 10am. to 5 pm. 

with 1 to 2 hour stints. 
 

 
 

Rawtenstall’s Christmas Light Switch On – This is happening 

on Thursday 23rd November this year at 4-30pm and is 
being arranged by Rawtenstall market traders. 
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Autumn is here! All around us we can see beautiful colours. Thank you God for 

creating such an amazing world! 

Have you been collecting conkers? Below are some leaves you can look out for. 

Try to collect them all and tick them off, then bring them into church to show us. 

 
Can you find all the Autumnal words hidden in the wordsearch?   
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q k a a r k n t t r   

e d y p l e a h n d   

n b c p d c u a o p   

o f n l s h t n v l   

c q o e c e u k e e   

t g u s a h m y m a   

o n x b r r n o b v   

b e d t f u t u e e   

e e a c o n k e r s   

r h n v t r e e f g   
 

thankyou 

tree 

leaves 

conkers 

hat 

scarf 

autumn 

apples 

october 

november 

golden 

red 

 

 

                          

Complete the dot-

to-dot and colour 

it in. 
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Cut 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Why not make a colourful wall hanger for your house? 
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 Prayer points for November 
 
Prayer on the square 
The churches in Rossendale are planning to have a 

presence on the square at the Christmas market, to 

include offering prayer as well as activities and possibly books for 

sale. Please pray for lots of people to come into the marquee to 

participate in the activities and: 

• that God will open their ears and hearts to hear the Good News of 

the Christmas message 

• that those who enter the marquee would be open to accept the 

Christmas leaflets, cards and children's booklets we will offer 

them 

• that we will have fantastic conversations about Jesus, God, 

Christmas and Faith 

• that we will be able to pray with people in the tent 

• that many people will complete a prayer symbol for the prayer 

tree -  

• for a positive response from the other stall holders and the 

organisers of the event 

• that the various teams which will staff the marquee will be open 

and alert/sensitive and available to God and those who enter 

• for a fine, dry day especially for those dealing with the marquee 

• for protection for those inside the marquee and the activities 

• for many people from the valley churches to attend and show the 

church in action 

• for God to be glorified because of the event 

• for strength for those who will participate in this long day 

 

CAP 
Please continue to pray for Jane as she:  

• meets and engages with people who are referred to her 

• builds links with agencies who may refer clients 

• builds links with local churches 

• develops her support team of befrienders, intercessors and 

other supporters. 

• Please also pray for those referred as clients:to engage with 

the process of becoming debt free 

• to meet and receive the love of Jesus 
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George 
Pray for George in Mongolia, that he may: 

Continue to adapt to the new environment, particularly as the 

temperatures fall 

Continue to build relationships with his colleagues 

Continue to build relationships with students, and be able to share 

Jesus with them 

Be protected from ill health and crime 

Continue to grow in his faith and love of God 

 
Carers 

• Remember foster carers looking after disturbed and 

disadvantaged children and young people who struggle with 

emotional pain, mental health issues, relationship and social 

problems. Ask God to show them ways to bring peace and 

order into their lives and to make sure they themselves are 

supported. Pray also for Matt and Ali as they continue to go 

through the process to adopt.  

• Pray that more of the estimated 6.5 million people in the UK 

who provide unpaid care for ill, older or disabled loved ones 

will be able to access help and practical advice from local 

authorities, charities and churches that are seeking to help 

them. 

• Remember the estimated 700,000 young carers in Britain 

under 18 – some as young as five years old – who provide 

practical care, assistance and support to a sick or disabled 

relative at home. A significant number of them are bullied in 

school, and miss out on education, leisure activities and time 

with friends.  

• Pray that many church congregations will welcome people 

with dementia and their carers and know how to 

accommodate their needs with kindness and compassion.  

• Remember those who are now passing into the stage of 

needing increasing support and care. Ask God to give those 

who are Christians strength and resolve to keep on following 

Him despite their restrictions and weakness, as a witness to 

His goodness and mercy.                
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Football News 
 

KSB have had a cracking start to the 2017/18 season, with 

3 wins and a draw from the opening 4 games to send them 
joint top at the time of going to press. Despite a recent win 
at Division 1 Warrington Ambassadors A, it looks highly 

likely that the Streeters won't be able to retain the Charity 
Cup. 

 
KSB United have also begun very well, with 3 wins and a 
defeat putting them in 2nd place. New manager Brett 

Aspden is doing a sterling job, but will have his hands full 
with a baby due any time! 

 
Off the field, the players' housegroup is in full swing, with 
Math Pickup hosting. 

 
NOVEMBER FIXTURES (all home games at Fearns - 

10.30am kickoff) 
Nov 4th - League 
St. Philip's Trinity v KSB 

KSB United v Central North SA 
Nov 11th - Charity Cup 

KSB v Spacious Place Blue 
Nov 18th - League 

KSB v St. James Gatley 
Poynton Connect v KSB United 
Nov 25th - Cup TBC 

Central v KSB United 

 

 
The team at Antioch Christian Bookroom would like to 
thank all those who supported the ‘Fair Trade for 

Christmas’ Coffee Morning making it the best yet. 
Thank You! 
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Yusef – who is Yusef? 
   

There is much joy in seeing an answer to prayer walk 

through a door, especially when the prayer has lasted 25 or 
so years. Such was our joy when we met up with Yusef 
(now known by his other birth name – Celestine). 

  
For those new to the church here is a quick run through of 

how Yusef came into the life of the church. 
  
One day Mary Hollows, a member of the church, found an 

envelope on the doormat with an Egyptian stamp on it. It 
had come from Yusef (a 29 year old Nigerian) who was in 

Kanatar prison in Cairo for allegedly taking drugs through 
the airport. Part of a team led by Geoff & Eileen Coward, 
sending out the WEC ‘Soon’ leaflets, Mary had received a 

request to answer and share Christian teaching with the 
writer. Mary, feeling unable to commit to the request, 

passed it on to Jack Nuttall, one of our deacons. Jack had a 
real heart for those caught up in the drug scene and so 

began a loving correspondence with Yusef over several 
years. Requests were brought to ‘Shoppers’ as ‘Food for 
thought’ was then known and Yusef was prayed for every 

week. 
  

Over the years hopes for release were raised and dashed as 
the fellowship (with many others around the world) prayed 
for Yusef. A very gifted man, coming to know the Lord, he 

drew together a group of men who essentially became ‘the 
church in Kanatar, with groups organising the setting up of 

the tent for Sunday worship, pastoral (‘cell’) groups, Bible 
study groups, welfare groups which shared with incoming 
prisoners and prayer groups, (once sending a card 

expressing their commitment to pray for John when he was 
very ill in hospital with cancer). The prison fellowship in 

Cairo Cathedral were able to take items into the prison  
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which the members of Kanatar shared 
with incoming prisoners who had nothing. 

  
Jack became increasingly frail and we 

took on the task of writing and how we 
shared our excitement with the fellowship 
when Yusef was released. 

  
Meeting with him and Anne, his German 

wife in London, we had four hours of non-stop catching up 
and Yusef (now Cele) has a great desire to come to 
Rossendale and thank the fellowship personally for 

supporting him over the years in prison. 
  

Since being released he has taken on German nationality 
learning the language and German way of life. He has also 
visited his family in Nigeria, got a German driving licence 

and found himself employment in IT logistics. What does 
the future hold for him now we wonder?         

    
Jean Prior 

 
 

 

Church Family News 

It was good to share in the 

dedication service of Isabel Pickup, 
new daughter of Harry & Lydia on 

Sept 3 (apologies that this was omitted last month). 

 
Congratulations to Julia & Mike Wells who celebrated 40 

years of marriage on October 8. 
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With sadness we report the death of John Holland, a 

faithful member of our congregation, and extend our 
sympathy to his wife Enid and the rest of the family 

especially remembering his son Andrew who is well known 
to us. 
 

Jane Jackson is recovering from a back operation. 
Remember her. 

 
 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

A reminder that completed shoeboxes may be brought to 

church between 5th and 19th November.  
 
They will be collected on 21st or 22nd 

November, and taken to the 
warehouse where they will be checked, 

then sent to their destination. 
 
Please pray for safety in travel, and for 

the children who will receive the boxes. 
 
 

 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

 
We had an enjoyable time at the coffee morning on 30th 
September. Thanks to everyone who came. 

 
We have been able to send £205 to Macmillan Cancer 

Support 
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Sunday Worship in  November 
 

Nov 5 AM All Age service

 Communion 
Coordinator George Kirk  

          PM    Communion & Prayer led by Di Isherwood 
 

Nov 12 AM Preacher Rev M Hirst  Remembrance Sunday 

Coordinator David Isherwood 
    PM    DVD – led by Geoff Skilling 

 
Nov 19 AM  Preacher Mr I Pickup Coordinator Jane Jackson 
                   A culture of empowerment and release..                   
             PM  Preacher Rev M Hirst      
 
Nov 26 AM Preacher ??? Pulpit Exchange     

   Coordinator Di Isherwod      
             PM  Café Church led by Janet Barrie 

 
 
 

 

Diary for November 
 

Sat Nov 4 Asda Prayer Meeting 8 am. 
Sat Nov 4 Torch Fellowship 2 pm  

Mon Nov 6  Deacons’ Meeting 
Sat Nov 11  Men’s Prayer Breakfast – see Peter L. 
Sun Nov 12  Visit to Holme Manor 

Mon Nov 13  CAP volunteers training 1.30 – 7.30 
Mon Nov 13  Tearfund Prayer & Support Meeting 

   Holcombe Brook Methodist Church 7.30  
Sat Nov 18  Prayer morning  
Mon Nov 20  Church Prayer Meeting 
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Fri Nov 24  

Would you Adam & Eve it? Yes you would, especially if 
you attend this amazing show performed by the Searchlight 
Theatre Company. The first 90 chapters of the Bible in 90 

minutes! Genesis and Exodus brought to life on stage by 
two very funny men. From the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 

September to Kay St. Baptist Church in November, Friday 
24th November to be exact, 7pm for a 7-30pm start. Tickets 
are £10 and include interval refreshments. This is a great 

show to bring friends and family to and will definitely put a 
smile on your face. A sign-up sheet for tickets can be found 

downstairs by the ‘notice pillar’. 

 
Sat Nov 25  RAWTENSTALL FAIR see page 4 

 
Sat Nov 25  STRIDERS’ MONTHLY WALK 
      Littleborough Canal and Lake  approx 6miles 

Sun Nov 26  Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge  
Mon Nov 27  Church Prayer Meeting  

 
 

Looking Back 25 Years to November 1992 
 
A large part of the newsletter of this date was given over to 
the reflections on the Saltmine Mission by many of those 

involved. Words repeated often were activity, enthusiasm, 
exhaustion and questions – would the arrangements work? 

Would God work? And many times - Yes HE was in it and 
Yes HE did work. 
 

Sue Jackson, our BMS missionary in Brazil wrote of 
adapting to their new lifestyle and situation. Sue was 

regularly involved in visiting the prison for minors and 
offering them a new life in Jesus. 
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 Rotas for November 
 
Stewards                                                    Coordinator David Pilling 

 Porch  Up left Up Right 
Nov 5 Pat & Robin Coulston June Worsley Margaret 

Robinson 

Nov 12 Pauline Stephenson 

Mike Wells 

Ruth Boaden Bill Boaden 

Nov 19 David Pilling 

Paul Webb-Sear 

Thelma Hitch Tom Pickup 

 

Nov 26 Peter Leonard 

Stuart Brown 

Alan Morton Margaret 

Morton 

 
Coffee                                                     Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

Nov 5 Janet Curtis, Peter Leonard, Pauline Stephenson 

Nov 12 Robin & Pat Coulston, Stuart Brown 

Nov 19 Jim Barrie, June Worsley, Roz Coleman 

Nov 26 Jenny Brunskill, Anne Fielder, Pauline Stephenson  

  

 
Crèche                                           Coordinator Gwen Haworth        

Nov 4 No crèche 

Nov 12 Helen Thornton 

Nov 19 Gwen Haworth 

Nov 26 George Kirk 

  

 
Flowers                Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

 

 
Please note that items for the December newsletter 

should reach the Editor, Joyce Barnes,  

joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com by Nov 16 

for publication on Nov 26 

Nov 5 Anne & Trevor Elkington 

Nov 12 Margaret & Alan Morton 

Nov 19 Beryl Dearden 

Nov 26  Joan Crook 

  

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com

