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As Autumn blows in, and the nights get longer, and the darkness 
seems darker, we become more reliant on the lights of the street 
lamps outside and of our homes to keep us going. 
 
The long nights remind me of a story I once heard. Many years ago 
in the dark streets of Edinburgh there lived a boy who used to love 
sitting by his family’s living room window at night. He used to enjoy 
watching the lamplighters in the street climb their ladders and light 
the lamps one by one. On one occasion the boy's parents saw him 
staring out of the window and asked him what on earth he was 
looking at. With great excitement the boy exclaimed, "Look at that 
man there! He's punching holes in the 
darkness!"  
 
That boy was Robert Louis Stevenson, 
who grew up to write such classics as ‘A 
Treasure Island’, but even at this young 
age he had an interesting perspective 
on the relationship between the 
darkness and the light. 
 
In these dark months, what if we thought about the darkness in this 
way? Not to see that the darkness is something that is inevitable and 
all consuming, something that overwhelms us, but that with a torch 
in hand we are able to punch holes in the darkness around us? 
 
At the beginning of his Gospel, John writes, ‘The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it’ (John 1:5). Even 
when the night seems to be at the darkest, John is saying that 
Jesus, the Light of the world, has come into our darkness.  
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When Jesus enters our time and space.. He punches holes in the 
darkness. 
 
When Jesus speaks into creation.. He punches holes in the 
darkness. 
 
When Jesus was born into the squalor of this world He 
punched holes in the darkness 
 
When Jesus healed the sick, welcomed the outcasts, ate with 
‘sinners’. He punched holes in the darkness.  
 
And when we ask Jesus to come in to our lives He punches 
holes in our darkness. 
 
Einstein is credited with saying, “darkness is in reality the absence of 
light”. There is nothing to fear in the darkness itself, because it is 
only the absence of light, nothing but an empty void, the question is 
‘what will that void be filled with?’  Evil or goodness? 
 
The good news is that this world is never truly dark, because Jesus’ 
light shines forever. Not only that, but He also calls us to be His light 
in the world (Matthew 5:14-16). We are called to punch holes in the 
darkness!  
 
So, where are the empty spaces around you, devoid of the light of 
Jesus, where you can punch holes in darkness?  
 
This autumn is a good time to think where we can be good news, 
light bearers, in our communities, neighbourhoods, schools, work 
places and families.                    
                                                      Go, punch holes in that darkness.! 
 
Jonny Hirst  
on behalf of Matt, Jess and the Deacons 



Kay Street News                        September 2018                                    4 

 
 
 
Summer 2018 saw three of our young people going to Christian 
summer camps and the church was happy to pay half the cost of the 
camp. Isaac and Joshua went to WEC camp and Timothy went to 
Pathfinders Goodshaw Baptist Camp (as we read last month).  
  
For summer 2019, the church offer to pay half the cost of a one 
week Christian summer camp in this country is open to those who 
have not previously taken up the offer. 
For details of WEC camp please see Tasha or Sam Richardson and 
for Goodshaw camp see Jennifer or Michael Wilding; bear in mind 
you have to go to the weekly Pathfinders group to be eligible! 
To claim the church subsidy, present the camp invoice to Church 
Treasurer David Isherwood. 
  
 

 
Leaflets and boxes are now available. Once 
you have completed your box, please keep it 
at home until collection time. 
 
They may be brought in November, from 1st 
to 16th.  They will be collected soon after 16th. 
 
Many thanks for making a gift filled shoebox. 
 

 
 
 
Stuart Townend Event – November 30  
 
The tickets are now on sale for this event at Kay Street Baptist, 
Longholme Methodist and St Mary Cof E. £12 adults, £10 under 16’s 
Please see Pauline Stephenson for tickets at Kay Street. 
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Church family 
 
Please continue to pray for Jonny, Joy and Jemima: 

• as Jonny settles in his new ministry 
• as the sale of their house proceeds and they seek a new 

place to live 
• as they begin to make friends in the church and local area. 

 
Please also continue to pray for Matt, Ali and Olivia as they adjust to 
being a family of three. 
 
There are a number of the church family who have moved, are 
moving or are hoping to move. 
Please pray for: 

• buyers for houses needing to be sold 
• suitable houses, to buy or rent as appropriate, to be available 

at sensible prices 
• people to settle into their new neighbourhoods and make 

friends there. 
 
 
Brexit 
 
Please pray for 

• wisdom for all the negotiators 
• a fair and sustainable outcome from the discussions 
• an outcome which leads to a peaceable, united and 

prosperous society 
• restraint and fair reporting by the press. 
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General: 
 
A miscellany of prayer points which can be used to trigger other 
items for prayer. 
 
Please pray for: 
• all who work in safeguarding and child protection. Pray 

discernment and for wise and fair decisions 
• all who work in the emergency services 
• the local community, and celebrate all that is good about it. 
• those in the armed forces and their families and friends 
• those having difficulty with their finances, for CAP and for others 

who seek to help them. 
• the creative gifts used in film, TV and other arts to be used in a 

manner which is uplifting and honourable 
• office workers - that their workplaces may be places of harmony, 

creativity and encouragement. 
• those who feel lonely, and those who try to befriend them 
• all involved in schools as the new school year continues. 
• those trying to discover their place and role in the world 
• those who have ongoing health difficulties, and those who try to 

support them 
• all who give themselves in the service of others. 
(Thanks to the Ladygrove church Didcot for some of these points) 
 
 
 
Please PRAY, WATCH and Encourage others to 
watch 
Friday 5th October, 9pm on BB2,  
The Debt Saviours  
This programme will be focussing on the work of 
CAP, partnering with local churches, transforming lives across the 
UK. Pray more people will seek help through their local Church. 
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Ali– To all our Kay Street Family 
We are sorry that this has taken so long to write, but we would like to 
say a heartfelt thank you to everyone for the overwhelming love 
shown to us as we prepared for, and brought Olivia home! Your 
support both practically and prayerfully has been wonderful and the 
beautiful gifts given to Olivia - so thoughtful and kind. 
We have been given the desires of our heart and are blessed by 
Olivia who has turned our life (and our house) upside down - but in 
the best possible way. Please continue to stand with us as we bring 
up our daughter within the arms of our Christian family.  
 

Matt, Ali & Olivia 
 
Chrissie would like to thank all who sent wishes and cards after the 
death of her mother. Your prayers were greatly appreciated. 
 
With  sadness we report the death of Enid Holland on August 28. 
Our sympathy has gone to Andrew  and the rest of the family. 
Andrew writes :- 
The Holland family would like to thank everyone for their prayerful 
support, whilst Enid was ill and to thank everyone, especially Matt 
Hirst who made the funeral such a memorable occasion. Judith 
Pickup played beautifully, Carole Hargreaves arranged the flowers 
artistically, the stewards were very welcoming and Paul and Anne 
Webb-Sear with their magnificent band of caterers created a 
sumptuous banquet. A special thankyou to Robin and Michelle for 
making the church so clean and tidy. Our friends and relatives were 
impressed by the warmth and love evident at Kay Street. Thank you 
to everyone involved and to people who couldn't attend but sent  
their prayers instead. 
                 Andrew J Holland on behalf of Enid"s Family and friends 
 
Ellen Heys wishes to thank everyone for their prayers and cards on 
the death of her Mum, Pat Heys. 
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Margaret Morton writes - I  would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, cards, flowers, visits and phone calls after my knee 
replacement operation.  The result has been really good, I can walk 
without pain which is wonderful!  I thank God for answered prayers!  
 
Congratulations and best wishes to Carol & R.J. Hargreaves who 
celebrated their Ruby Wedding Anniversary on August 26. 
 
Colin Mitchell died on September 3. Our sympathy has gone to his 
family and friends and Gill, his companion and carer. 
 
New Address – Janet Curtis has recently moved home. 
 
New Address - Geoffrey & Heather Skilling have recently moved 
home. Their telephone and mobile numbers remain the same but 
they have new email addresses. 
 
Premises Info - The Premises Team are pleased to report that 
during the summer the church roof has been repaired and is weather 
tight once more. The roof is the original, put up over 120 years ago!   
And following the loss of power when Sunday services had to be 
cancelled the fault was found to be outside the building, not 
inside. To repair the fault, the pavement down the side of the church 
was cordoned off, dug up and re-laid all by the  Thursday following 
the incident.  Whilst the electrical fault was not within the building, 
the 'organ blower' was affected, and the organ is not usable until the 
fault has been assessed. 
 
TEFL – Fran White will be sharing her experience of Teaching 
English as a Foreign Language at the home of Di and David 
Isherwood, on Friday October 12 at 7.30 pm 
If you are thinking of coming please drop Di an e mail so she has an 
idea of numbers  Please share this with any who may be interested 
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In the remote mountain villages of Afghanistan something wonderful 

is happening. Something far removed from the horrible things in 

other parts of the country which we see so often on our TV screens. 

The lives of families are being changed as they join a course 

facilitated by BMS workers. 

 
HARVEST 2018 at the All Age Service on October 7 will give us an 

opportunity to support BMS World Mission’s "Life's First Cry" in 

Afghanistan - a project designed to 

provide safe maternity care to villagers 

 

Why is this woman smiling? Come and 

find out on October 7th where the DVD 

"Life's first Cry" will be shown.  

 

Prior to the Harvest, we would like 

parents to watch the DVD, so that they can decide if it is suitable for 

their child/children to watch    www.bmsworldwission.org/appeal/cry 

 
There will be an opportunity in the service to take children 
downstairs for the 7 minutes the DVD is showing if needed. 
Please circulate this to any parents of young children who may have 
missed it.  
 

Di  ( Missionary Team and All Age Team )  
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 Oct 7 AM Harvest – All Age Service  (see page 12) 
  All Age Team – Coordinator Di Isherwood 
          
          PM Communion & Prayer – led by Rev J Hirst 
 
 
Oct 14 AM  CAP Sunday –  

Coordinator Rev M Hirst 
   

PM DVD led by Allyson Jump 
 
 
Oct 21 AM Preacher Rev M Hirst  (I am the door of the sheep) 
  Coordinator Jane Jackson  Communion 
  
           PM Preacher Rev J Prior 
 
 
Oct 28 AM Preacher Rev J Hirst 
  Coordinator Trevor Elkington   
    
  PM Cafe Church led by Rev M Hirst 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon Oct 1  Deacons’ Meeting 
Sat Oct 6  Asda Prayer meeting 8 am. 
   Torch Fellowship 2 pm. 
Sun Oct 7  Big Church lunch 
Fri Oct 12  TEFL see page 11 
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Sat Oct 13 Antioch Coffee Morning see below 
Sun Oct 14 Visit to Holme Manor 
Sat Oct 20 Football Lunch 
  Prayer Walk 4 pm.. 
 
Mon Oct 22 Fun Food & Friends 
 
Mon Oct 22 Church Prayer Meeting 
 
Sat. Oct 27 Striders’ Monthly Walk – Great Hameldon   5 miles 
 
Sun Oct 28 Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge 
 
 
 
The team at Antioch Christian Bookroom invite you to - 
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Looking Back to October1993 
and the newsletter of that month 

 
1993’s Harvest Project was to support the Harlinga Centre being set 
up in the Kond Hills in India. The items needed included 5 bullocks, 
2 hand operated sprays and drinking water wells for 3 villages. The 
project was being supported by Operation Agri and the Rossendale 
Baptist Churches (including Kay Street) who hoped between them to 
meet a target of £2,000. 
 
On Saturday, September 18, several Kay Streeters went to join in 
the induction service of Rev Roger Foster to the Castleton 
Fellowship. They witnessed ‘a memorable service’ in which it was ‘a 
great joy to share‘. 
 
An Autumn training course was to be held on four Monday evenings 
at Lumb Baptist Church. The speaker at the first on October 4  was 
to be Rev Norman Wade speaking on ‘What do you mean – you’re a 
Baptist’? 
 
 
 
LATE NEWS 
 
Dear Church Partners, hello from Harrogate.  
 
Just wanting to let you know of the arrival of Eleanor Ada Joy 
Ovenden.  
 
Thank you for your prayers and support. We head back to Uganda 
on the 26th November.  
God Bless 
 
Joe, Lois, Connie, Reuben and Eleanor  
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STEWARDS    Coordinator Alan Morton 

  
Porch 

 
Upper Right 

 
Upper Left 

Oct 7 Pauline 
Stephenson 
Margaret 
Robinson 

Margaret 
Spurrell 

Tom Pickup 

Oct 14 Bill & Ruth 
Boaden 

Elaine 
Bagshaw  

Thelma Hitch 

Oct 21  Stuart  
Brown  
Robin Coulston 

Joan Crook Pat Coulston 

Oct 28 Carol & 
R J Hargreaves 

Bob Crowther Natasha 
Richardson 

 
 
FLOWERS  Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 
 
Oct 7 Jenny Brunskill 
Oct 14 Christine Coates 
Oct 21 Vacant  
Oct 28 Vacant  
 
COFFEE   Coordinator Sandy Rushton 
 
CRECHE   Coordinator Gwen Haworth 
 
  
Please note that items for the November newsletter should 
reach the editor Joyce Barnes, 
joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com , by October 18 for 
publication on October 28. 


