
          
        Kay Street News 

The Monthly Newsletter of  
Kay Street Baptist Church, Rawtenstall 

 
July /August  2017          Number 791 

 

Charity Registration No. 1129330 



Kay Street News                                                                     July/August 2017  2 

A Word from the Pastor 

After weeks of campaigning, the General Election is over, though the reality 

that has emerged is one of uncertainty. As I write this article it has become 
clear that the result of the General Election has had an unsettling effect on  

our nation. 
 

We are called to pray for those in authority over us. Let us remember in 

the days ahead everyone involved in the various discussions and 
negotiations that will seek to form a Government. As Christians we believe 

that our faith in the Kingdom of God made real to us through Jesus Christ 
has much to say about the political issues of our day and it is right and 

proper to engage. 

 
As God’s people here at Kay Street, our hopes and expectations for the 

discussions that are now underway are likely to be varied. We will all have 
different views and opinions as to who should govern and the way they 

should govern. However, irrespective of our political persuasions we should 

conduct ourselves with integrity both in what we say and what we share, 
particularly online! I confess that some of what I have read online recently 

has disturbed me as I feel it has been deeply personal, extremely critical 
and has crossed a line.  It is important to recognise that whatever our 

individual opinions are, we should all recognise that no political party, 
manifesto or ideology is entirely wrong or right. Whoever eventually forms 

our Government will face a significant and difficult task, and irrespective of 

our political allegiances, will need our prayers as they seek to lead the 
nation forward. As a church collectively we must embrace this and not be  

seen as favouring one political party over another. 
 

We read in Colossians 4:6 “Let your conversation be always full of grace, 

seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” 
As many of you will know, social media is interactive, conversational and 

open ended. It's important to remember that it happens in the public, not 
private, space. Used well, social media can be a very positive tool in 

helping the church to communicate the gospel more effectively and it’s 
imperative that we as a church use it well and not in a negative way. 

 

Due to the swift, conversational style of social media, writing comments we 
may later regret is a common pitfall. Our comments are of course 
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permanent and we are personally liable for them. It is here that the words 

of Colossians 4; 6 serve us well. Our words must always be full of grace so  
that even in difficult situations we will know how to answer well even if we 

disagree with someone! 

Our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ is to proclaim with our lives and our 

words a gospel of hope and justice.  Both of these themes are central to 
the kingdom of God. How I long to see God’s kingdom values lived out in 

Rossendale and that our community becomes a place where goodness, 

love and truth becomes fashionable once again!  Whatever the eventual 
outcome, much will depend not only on the perspectives and actions of the 

Government that is formed but how we, as Christians along with other 
citizens, engage in the life of our communities and nation as things go 

forward. 
 

As I write this article there is much fear and uncertainty surrounding our 

country at this time.  Terror attacks in Manchester and London have left us 
feeling both vulnerable and afraid. Many have had their lives violently 

taken from them and the families that have been left behind will never be 
the same again. Furthermore, the tragic loss of life caused by the fire at 

Grenfell Tower has left us with more questions than answers as to why this 

tragedy occurred and escalated the way that it did. A full investigation will 
no doubt follow. 

There are of course no easy answers. All of this will no doubt continue to 

have an unsettling effect on our nation. However, perhaps now more than 

ever, as God’s people, we can draw strength from the words of the 
Psalmist: 

                Nations are in an uproar . . .  kingdoms totter; 
   The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge 
     . . . . . Be still and know that I am God!         [from Psalm 46] 

Uncertainty may well prevail but we can draw strength from these words 

and encourage others to do the same, by recognising the eternal truths of 
our faith. As we gather for worship at Kay Street over the coming weeks 

and months may we continue to pray for our nation and all who hold 

responsibility and office in public life. But as we do so, let us also not 
become so pre-occupied with our own situation, that we lose sight of the 
needs and challenges of the wider world. 

Matt, on behalf of Jess and the deacons. 
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Welcome! 
On behalf of everyone connected with the fellowship at Kay Street.  
I’d like to extend a warm and generous welcome to Jess Goldie our 
new Family and Children’s worker.  We also welcome her husband 
Chris and son Ernie. We believe that God has placed a call on Jess’s 
life to come and work with us and we are excited to see where God 
takes us on this next stage of the journey.  Please continue to 
remember Jess, Chris and Ernie in your prayers as they settle into 
life here at Kay Street. I trust that over the coming months we will 
make them feel welcome and a part of the Kay Street family!   
 
Matt 

  
I'm Jess, the new Children's and Family's worker. I live just up the 
road in Ramsbottom, with my husband Chris and our mischievous 
two year old, Ernie. After ten years of voluntary children's work at 
Holcombe Brook Methodist Church, God has called me to the role at 
Kay Street, and I'm so excited to get started and to see what He has 
in store for us. 
Thank you so much for making me and my family feel so welcome. 
We look forward to getting to know everyone, and to becoming a 
part of the Kay Street family.                                                Jess 

 

More Church Family News 

Congratulations and best wishes to Abigail Bower and Lewis 
married at St. Mary’s on May 28 and Vicky Snaith and Tom Allen 
married at Kay Street on June 24. 
 
Thanks & apologies from Joyce Barnes. Thanks for the concern 
expressed during my unexpected time in hospital and apologies that 
this has delayed the issue of this July/August newsletter. Thanks to 
all who have helped to produce it. Is there a volunteer to write 
about the Church Weekend for the next issue?                   JHB 

 
Remember Norma Williams in hospital for an operation. 
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Do you have a heart to help?  
Rossendale CAP Centre needs you! 

 

As many of you will know I have recently returned from 
my initial training at Christians Against Poverty’s (CAP) 

head office in Bradford. It was an intensive 2 ½ days full 

of vision, purpose and really practical sessions on the steps needed to set up 
the local service, building links with referral organisations, PR and publicity, 

safeguarding, sharing faith and building a support team. There is much to do 
but I came away with a phrase that John Kirkby – the founder of CAP said in 

his evening talk on the second night: “feel the fear, but go and do it anyway”. 
So, as I step out, I go with some trepidation but a mighty God who goes 

before me! 
We are seeking to start the service in early August 2017. However I cannot do 

any home visit without someone to go with me, and I cannot visit a male client 

unless I have a male befriender – would you consider being a befriender? I 
cannot do this alone and the most effective debt centres have a strong support 

team. So can I ask you the following questions: 
Do you have a heart to help? 

Are you non-judgemental and able to get alongside people? 
Could you be gentle and sensitive in sharing what God has done in 

your life?  
I would love you to think and pray about whether you could: 

- Be part of the home visit/befriender team (maybe once a fortnight or once 

a month for a couple of hours?) 
- Be part of a prayer support team? 

- Do occasional jobs which I could call you up to help with e.g. baking a 
cake when it’s a client’s birthday; doing a CAP shop where cupboards are 

empty; helping with a DIY, cleaning or tidying job; giving a client a lift to 
church; distributing leaflets; welcoming clients at Alpha Plus; cooking at a 

social event? 
- Stand with me and mentor/support me in my role? 

Please talk to me at church or email me at janemorris@capuk.org. I can then 

give you a one page form to complete which will give me an idea of the areas 
you are interested in and the days/times you may be available. Even if you can 

only help a little; together we can reach those in need across Rossendale with 
practical love and support and introduce people to Jesus who transforms lives. 

Please come and have a chat. 
Thanks 

 
Jane Morris   Debt Centre Manager (in training!) 
 
 

mailto:janemorris@capuk.org
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Lois’s Blog 

 
In February I had the privilege of attending the 6th East African 
International Conference on Communication Disability, in Kenya. For 
those of you that been following our blog since we have been with 
BMS, you may remember my very first blog post was about 
attending the 4th Conference held in Uganda January 2012. So it 
felt good to still be part of what is going on 5 years later! I also got 
reunited with a student I was supervising in Zimbabwe who is now a 
full time therapist in Zambia. 
 
The conference came at the right time as I was feeling frustrated 
with the slow progress of my therapy work here and I have been 
starting to lack motivation. The conference really boosted my 
enthusiasm and helped me to see again the value of SLT in this 
context. Sadly no other SLTs had travelled from Uganda so I am still 
trying to get a hold of what SLT looks like here in Uganda, 
unfortunately it appears not to be in great shape. 

The conference gave me lots of food for thought and it was inspiring 

to hear what was going on in different countries across Africa. One 

particularly eye opening lecture was given by a researcher from 

South Africa who is working with people who have suffered abuse. 

The statistics of sexual abuse across Africa are horrific by anyone’s 

standards. A report by Unicef Uganda showed that some 77.7 per 

cent of the primary school children and 82 per cent of the 

secondary school students surveyed reported having 

experienced sexual abuse at school. 

During the lecture the following statistics are for women who have a 

disability (if you would like the references let me know) 

• they have a 4 to 10 times higher risk of becoming crime victims 

https://www.unicef.org/uganda/VACis_Study_Summary_July_8th_10.31am(1).pdf
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• have a high probability of repeat victimisation 
• 50% of women with developmental disabilities who had been 

sexually assaulted had been assaulted 10 or more times. 
• the type of violence tends to be more severe, appears to consist 

of multiple different forms and also appears to have longer 
duration leading to higher trauma than for once-off events 

• Children with disabilities are more than twice as likely as children 
without disabilities to be physically and sexually abused 

 
Why? 
 
Well the perfect victim is a silent victim, and so people with 
communication difficulties are even more likely to suffer abuse as 
the perpetrators aren’t worried about their victim telling anyone. 
The perpetrators are also more likely to be known by the victim. 
This is where Speech and Language Therapy is making a real 
difference. The Centre for Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication in Pretoria, South Africa has developed 
communication boards for individuals who may have been a victim 
of abuse.These boards are age appropriate and picture based so 
that people who are not literate can still report abuse. They are also 
designed so that individuals with limited vocabulary or individuals 
who cannot speak at all can use the boards by using their finger to 
point with or even reliable eye-gaze in the case of those individuals 
who are severely physically disabled. 
 
The boards have been translated into 17 different languages and I 
am hoping we can get them translated into Acholi too. 
Disclosure is just the first step but a vital one. Sexual and gender 
based violence is a key area for BMS and for BMS in Gulu so please 
pray that as a team here we find the right way to help give a voice 
to those who need it most. 
 
Lois 
 

http://www.up.ac.za/centre-for-augmentative-alternative-communication/article/56165/abuse-boards
http://www.up.ac.za/centre-for-augmentative-alternative-communication/article/56165/abuse-boards
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Introducing the Prayer Team 

The prayer team comprises Jenny Brunskill, Jane Jackson, 
Alyson Jump, Julia Wells, Jennifer Wilding and Janet Barrie. 
We seek to help and encourage both the church and people within 
the church to grow and develop in their prayer lives. One 
component of this is opportunities to pray, mainly through the 
monthly prayer meetings on the third Saturday (9.00am in the 
prayer room) and the fourth Monday (8pm in the church lounge) but 
also through prayer points in the bulletin and newsletter and other 
occasional activities. More recently the prayer cards provide a 
discrete opportunity for people to ask for prayer and to share 
answers to prayer with the wider church if they wish. We also 
encourage co-ordinators to include prayer for major church issues 
within the services. The prayer room has a number of resources for 
private prayer, both books for inspiration and activities for reflection.  

 

The prayer course helped many to explore areas of prayer in a new 
or deeper way. We have begun to explore fasting and hope to pick 
this up again in the future. We are also hoping shortly to start 
prayer walking in the local area. Prayer is an integral part of 
discipleship and we hope to support Matt and the deacons in helping 
the church (and us!) become better followers of Jesus.  
 
We also support and encourage others within the fellowship to 
respond to their own callings in prayer. Many prayer initiatives in the 
church have been established by members and others with a vision. 
ASDA prayer (first Saturday, 8 am, ASDA cafe) and the 30 days of 
prayer during Ramadan are examples of this and we rejoice in their 
success. The Prayer Team is led by Janet Barrie, please get in touch 
with one of us if you have any ideas for extending the prayer life of 
the church or want to get more involved. 
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George Platt 
 
Here is Interserve’s description of what George will be doing in 
Mongolia:- 
George’s responsibilities will include:  
1. Teaching chemistry to Mongolian and international students at 

MIU.  
2. Leading a mentor group of students and supporting them 

pastorally throughout the year.  
3. Leading student Bible studies.  
4. Contributing to the missionary work of Interserve in Mongolia.  
5. Learning Mongolian and sharing in the local culture.  
George studied chemistry at Durham University from 2013-2017. 
While there, he was delighted to have opportunities to share the 
good news of Jesus with international students through friendships, 
Bible studies and language mentoring. George spent the final year 
of his degree working in the chemical industry, and from August 
2017 will be spending a year in Mongolia as a cross-cultural worker 
with the mission fellowship Interserve.  
His placement will be as a chemistry lecturer at Mongolia 
International University (MIU), where he hopes to see  students’ 
lives transformed by knowing Jesus. 
 
 
Di Isherwood (Leader of Kay Street’s Missionary Team) writes:-   
As you know we have already set aside money to support him; 
which will have to go via a mission agency. 
  

George will be sharing with the church  on Sunday 30th July and in 
the evening we will have the DVD of Ben Fogle in Mongolia and 
either an opportunity to pray for George then or the following week 
when its communion and prayer.  
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As for donating George is hoping to raise close to between £9k or 
£10k (will be clearer once the mission agency find an apartment for 
him) to cover his  
• Accommodation costs  
• Living costs  
• Ministry expenses  
• Travel  
• Visa  
• Health clearance and vaccinations  

• Admin/Office fees to Interserve and JCS (JCS are the umbrella 

group for 20 mission agencies in Mongolia who work together 
under the same aims) 

 
So far he has raised close to £300 which he is quite happy with as 
he has yet to give proper talks at Churches about giving or mission. 
He says he also find it ’incredibly humbling to rely on the support of 
others! If KSBC or anyone else would like to donate towards myself 

I do have a give.net page here which stewardship services set up 

for me. It's a great help to have as it allows me to get that 25% 
extra from gift-aid! 
He writes:- 
 

My exams last week seemed to go great so am thankful for all the 
prayers friends at KSBC have been offering for me. It's a peculiar 
feeling no-longer being a student, but as I do my last 2 months at 
my industry placement now I'm excited to press onwards for the joy 
set before me (Hebrews 11:2) 
 
Yours in Jesus 
 George’ 
 
P.S. Congratulations to George – He got a FIRST in his recent 
exams! 
 

 
 

http://www.jcsintl.org/
https://www.give.net/20222150
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Every time there is a terrorist attack in one of our major cities it has 
repercussions for ordinary Muslims. Once again it means stares, 
taunts, abuse on social media and occasionally worse. 
 
Yasmin a 15 year old Muslim girl wrote a poem expressing what that 
hostility feels like. 
 

Yasmin's Poem 
 
Walking through a crowded place 
Judgmental stares 
Apparent on every face 
For actions taken in my name, 
You think that I am in disgrace,  
You refuse my hand 
You ignore my embrace 
What did I do to deserve this hate? 
 
I wear a headscarf, 
My dad has a beard, 
You mock me and say I'm weird, 
I fast, 
I pray, 
I volunteer, 
Yet I am unwelcome here, 
Practising my faith in constant fear. 
 
Terrorists deface Islam as they 
ravage and ruin the common man, 
This is not my faith and not Islam, 
Don't assume it is, we're about salaam, 
Don't hold me accountable for the insane 
As all around, you'll see the same. 
 
(from 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World) 
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Sunday Worship in July/August 

 
July 2  AM All Age Service – led by All - Age team   

Coordinator – Heather Skilling 
  PM. No evening service 

 
July 9  AM. Mr I Pickup  Coordinator David Griffith 
  PM. DVD led by Allyson Jump 
 
July 16 AM.  Preacher Mr T Elkington  Coordinator Jane Jackson 
  Communion 
   PM. Baptismal Service – St.Mary’s 
 
July 23 AM. Preacher Rev J Prior  Coordinator Allyson Jump 
   PM. Café Church led by Jim Barrie 
 
July 30 AM. Preacher Rev M Hirst  Coordinator Di Isherwood  
   PM. DVD led by David Isherwood 
 
 
Aug 6    AM. All Age Service – led by all-age team 
  Coordinator – Rev M Hirst 
   PM. Communion & Prayer led by Rev M Hirst 
 
Aug 13  AM. Preacher Rev M Hirst  Coordinator Ian Pickup * 
   PM. DVD  led by Di Isherwood 
 
Aug 20  AM.  Preacher Mr G Skilling  Coordinator Heather Skilling * 
  Communion 
    PM.    Church Barbecue – watch for notices 
 
Aug 27  AM. Preacher Rev M Hirst Coordinator Allyson Jump * 
   PM. Café Church led by Janet Barrie 
 
*Children start in main service and then go out where all groups 
(not necessarily YP) meet together. 
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Diary for July / August 
 
Sat July 1 Asda Prayer Meeting 8am. 
Sat July 1 Torch Fellowship 2pm. 

Sun July 9 Visit to Holme Manor 

Wed July 12   Get together with Phil Seddon 7pm.  £5 Supper included 
Sat July 15 Prayer Morning 

Mon July 24 Church Prayer Meeting 
Sat July 29 Striders’ Walk – Hodder above Dunsop Bridge 

            Approx 6 miles 

Sun July 30 Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge 
Sat Aug 5 Asda Prayer Meeting 2pm. 

Sat Aug 5 Torch Fellowship 2pm. 
Sun Aug 13 Visit to Holme Manor 

Sat Aug 19 Prayer Morning 

Sat Aug 26 Striders’ Walk – Read about Whalley 
  Approx 7 miles 
Sun Aug 27 Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge 
Mon Aug 28 Church Prayer Meeting 

 

Looking Back to July/August 1992 

 
On the evening of June 10 a very well attended celebration of the 
bicentenary of the BMS was held at Lumb Baptist Church. Put on by 
the local BMS Auxiliary the ‘multi-media’ presentation began with 
William Carey; included news and prayer for the missionaries 
currently supported by valley churches (George & Betty Lee; Ian & 
Sally Smith; John & Maria Dyer and David & Sue Jackson). A 
highlight was the visit of 4 young people just back from their 28:19 
visit to Brazil. This led on to the BMS Fund for the future and the 
way forward. 

Saturday June 13 was Creation Day at Kay Street. Opening 
with a reading and a prayer the day was given over to the One who 
created all things. Members of the fellowship exhibited and 
demonstrated their creations and through the day many visitors 
tried their hand at flower arranging; paper making; linocuts etc.etc. 



Kay Street News                                                                     July/August 2017  14 

Rotas for July 
 

STEWARDS     David Pilling * 
Porch                Upstairs left       Upstairs right 

July 2 & 9 

 

July 16 
 

 
July 23 

 
 

 Passed  
 
Peter Leonard 
Michael Wells 

 
Carol & RJ 

Hargreaves  

  
 

Margaret  
Robinson  

 
June Worsley 
 
  

 

 
Jilly Horton 

 
 

Joan Crook 

July 30 David Pilling         Alan Morton Margaret Morton 

 Paul Webb-Sear  
   
COFFEE Sandy Rushton*  
July 2 Jim Barrie, Gill Wills, Janet Curtis 
July 9 Robin Coulston, Pauline Stephenson, Jilly Horton  

July 16 

July 23 

Fred & Sheila Wild, Stuart Brown 

Anne Fielder, Peter Leonard, Mike Wells 
 

July 30 June Worsley, Pauline Stephenson, Gill Wills 

     
CRECHE Gwen Haworth*   Creche Builders 
July 2 All age service, no creche   

July 9  Ruth Boaden, Rosie Palmer Andrew Holland 
 

July 16                               Carol Hargreaves, Gwen Haworth Gwen Haworth 
 

July 23 George Kirk, Helen Thornton David Isherwood 
July 30 Rosie Palmer, Anne Webb-Sear           Andrew Holland 

   

FLOWERS Carol Hargreaves*   COMMUNION   Kath Williams* 
July 2 

July 9 
July 16 

July 23 

July 30 

Christine Coates 

M.& A. Morton 
Jenny Brunskill 

Fred & Sheila Wild 

Vacant  

July 16 am. see Kath 

*coordinators 
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Please note that items for the September newsletter should reach the 

editor, Joyce Barnes, joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com by August 17 for 
publication on August 27 

Rotas for August 
0. 

STEWARDS     David Pilling * 
Porch                Upstairs left       Upstairs right 

Aug 6 

 
 

Aug 13 
 

 

Aug 20 
 

 
Aug 27 

 

 

 Amy Lord 

David Pilling 

 
Bill & Ruth 

Boaden 
 

Carol & RJ 

Hargreaves  
 

Suzanne Craven 
June Worsley 

Thelma Hitch 
  

 
Elaine Bagshaw 

 
 

Celia Wearing 

 
 

Stuart Brown 

Joan Crook 

 
 

Bob Crowther 
 

 

Tom Pickup 
 

 
Margaret Spurrel 

COFFEE Sandy Rushton*  
Aug 6 Julia & Mike Wells, Jenny Brunskill 
Aug 13 Fred & Sheila Wild, Jily Horton,   

Aug 20 
Aug 27 

Pauline Stephenson, Peter Leonard, Roz Coleman 
Robin & Pat Coulston, Jim Barrie 

 

  
     
CRECHE Gwen Haworth*   Creche Builders 
Aug 6 All age service, no creche   
Aug 13  Carol Hargreaves David Isherwood 

Aug 20 Helen Thornton Andrew Holland 
Aug 27 Ruth Boaden 

 

Gwen Haworth 

  
   

FLOWERS Carol Hargreaves*   COMMUNION   Kath Williams* 
Aug 6 

Aug 13 

Aug 20 
Aug 27 

 

Christine Coates 

Vacant 

Vacant 
Joyce Mulvee 

August 6 pm. Thelma Hitch and  

                    Lil Travis 

August 20 am. see Kath 
 

*coordinators 

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com
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