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Don’t lose your capacity to be surprised 
 
It is with some sadness I write because this will be my last Kay 
Street News article I shall contribute before I finally hang my boots 
up as a deacon. 
 
It was not an easy decision but, after twelve years, I felt it was time 
to let someone else have a turn and bring fresh energy and ideas. It 
will also allow me to dedicate more time to the premises. As you 
know, we have a backlog of routine tasks to complete and there are 
serious deliberations underway for the general design of the 
building. 
 
So firstly, I would like to thank you for your prayers and 
encouragement over the years; it has been a pleasure to serve you. 
Secondly, it is time for you to put your thinking caps on and 
consider carefully and prayerfully whom you would like to see take 
over. To this end, I would ask you to commit your deliberations to 
God and seek His guidance rather than be limited by your own logic 
and imagination. 
 
The reason I say this is that if there is one thing that the last few 
months have taught me it’s never to be surprised. If you had told 
me there would be a Conservative majority in the Commons I would 
have been sceptical. If you have told me before June 23rd this year 
that Brexit would prevail and we would be leaving the European 
Union I would have told you to look at the opinion polls and re-
consider your opinion. If you had told me that Donald Trump, and 
his gravity-defying hair, would be in the White House I would have 
discreetly backed away from you and suggested, from a safe 
distance, that you seek professional help. So you see life is full of 
surprises and one should always be wary of limiting the possibilities. 
 
In addition to considering who else could take on the role, what 
about you? Yes you! You may not currently imagine yourself as a 
deacon but then you probably didn’t imagine Trumpy taking the 
oath of office either. Before you decide, take the time for an 



Kay Street News                                                                                      March 2017 3 

informal chat with Matt or one of the deacons and find out what’s 
involved and whether you would be right for the post. It won’t cost 
you to find out and you’re committed to nothing yet. 
 
Even if that role wasn’t right for you there are plenty of other 
opportunities for you to contribute to God’s work in Kay Street. Just 
look on the web-site and in the bulletin to see the various groups 
and teams. Don’t be shy about asking; do you know what holds so 
many people back? They just don’t think they’re “good enough”. 
Well, if that’s how you’re thinking then I have news for you. If God 
wants you to do a task then He has either already equipped you 
with the necessary raw talent or He will do. Don’t limit your vision to 
your own imagination. As an example, I find folks are reluctant to 
volunteer for premises work because they think it’s necessary to be 
a master craftsman before hammering in a protruding nail or qualify 
as an electrician before changing a light bulb. Sometimes, the task 
is as simple as being there on the premises to let tradesmen in to 
complete a task and then lock up after them. Simples, no? 
 
Above all, I would implore you not to fall into the comfortable trap 
of watching from the sidelines. Too often, I see the usual suspects 
being run ragged and it saddens me when their responsibilities 
cannot be shared with another pair of willing hands. 
 
So, here’s what you do. Just approach any of the team leaders and 
enquire how you could make a contribution. Don’t be put off 
because you have limited time or can’t commit to every week. That’s 
understood and can be worked around. 
 
There, I didn’t mean to act like a Recruiting Sergeant in my final 
missive but I would like to see lots more people enjoying the 
rewards of God’s service and enriching their own lives in the 
process. 
 
Thank you once again for allowing me to serve and I pray God’s 
richest blessings on you for the future. 

Peter Leonard 
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Annual Review & Deacons’ Election 

The election of deacons will take place at theAnnual Church review 

on Monday, March 20 2017. Church members are encouraged to 

nominate up to four people. Non-members are welcome to the 

meeting but will not be allowed to vote. The final date for 

nominations will be after the evening srvice on Mach 5. 

 

The present deacons are:- Ian Pickup, Di Isherwood, Allyson Jump, 

Peter Leonard, Geoff Skilling, Amy Boyer, Matthew Pickup, Kathryn 

Dungworth, David Griffith and Trevor Elkington. There are four 

retiring deacons: Peter Leonard, Matthew Pickup, Kathryn 

Dungworth amnd David Griffith of whom David Griffith and Kathryn 

Dungworth are eligble for re-election. Peter leonard and Matthew 

Pickup are not seeking re-election. 

 

Therefore four people are required to serve for a period of three 

years. Those eligible for election to the diaconate are: ‘any member 

of the church, 21 years of age or over, resident in the district ad in 

regular attendance’ (Church minutes October 3 1945 page 1743/5). 

The full rules for election are displayed in the church. 
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Antioch Christian Bookroom 
 

We’re holding a BIG BREW  
on Saturday, March 11th  

10 am. to 1.30 pm. 
at Kay Street Baptist Church, 

Rawtenstall 
 
Fairly Traded Refreshments 
Gifts & Foods from TRAIDCRAFT  
& other Fair Trade Suppliers  
including the REAL EASTER EGG  
and Easter Books & Cards in the Bookroom 
  

 
 

‘Vintage’ Tea Party    
for Ladies 
Saturday March 18th  
       2 – 4.30 pm. 
   
Speaker -  
Michelle   Delaney who 
works with the Methodist 
Churches  in Bacup and 
Shawforth 

                                     

Cost £5 
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More about Cake ! 
 
The skill to create life altering goodies is what BMS World 
Mission’s Freedom Bakery offers the women who choose to 
leave Bangkok’s red light district and make a new life for 
themselves.  
  
Former fashion production manager, 
master baker and cake decorator, 
and BMS mission worker Sarah 
Brown never thought she would be 
teaching, encouraging and inspiring 
women who used to work in Nana 
Plaza’s bars and brothels. Now Sarah 
spends her days reminding them 
that they are worthy and deserving 
of respect and dignity. She does this 
by teaching them the skills they 
need to create delicious and beautiful pastries. 
  
Before the actual baking lessons begin, her students learn about 
food and hygiene and health and safety. “Anybody who wants to be 
part of the project has to take these two modules before they even 
start the training,” says Sarah.  
The future bakers learn how to make cakes and decorate with royal 
icing. Although the work is increasing in difficulty, Sarah is very 
proud of their progress. “Their confidence is building up all the 
time,” says Sarah. “The difference between last week and this one, 
in terms of their skills and confidence, is visible.” Next  they will 
learn to craft the beautiful sugar flowers we all love to see adorning 
our cakes.  
  
Sarah loves watching her students grow and blossom and by the 
end of the 12 week course she is confident that they will be masters 
of their craft. Teaching in Thai however is proving to be a very 
challenging task. Although she has lived in Thailand since 2012,  
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giving instructions in the language is a different matter. “As you can 
imagine there are words that I’m still grappling with. A lot of baking 
words are not really used in the Thai language because cake 
decorating is relatively new,” she says. “Sometimes I don’t even 
know what words to use.”  
 
The teaching days are long – over six hours with a lunch break in 
the middle. By the end, Sarah is exhausted. But despite the long 
hours focused on baking, this is the very thing that helps her relax. 
“Baking keeps me going. I love teaching and have done it for a long 
time now,” she says   
 
Thankfully, Sarah and her team’s hard work has not been in vain. 
Word of the tantalising treats has spread and people are coming to 
satisfy their sweet tooth. The Freedom Bakery has been asked to 
make a cupcake wedding cake in shades of sky blue and white, with 
small pastel pink flowers on the side. A lace coating will finish off 
this stunning delicacy. Sarah and her team are also working on 
some Valentine’s Day treats. The bakers will be making an ombre 
cake, cookies and cupcakes, all with a 14 February theme.  
  
Seven years ago Sarah asked, 
“Lord, why have you opened my eyes and heart to such pain and 
suffering?” She had just finished teaching a course to a women’s 
group at Crisis SkyLight, where some of her students were 
prostitutes, domestic violence survivors, addicts and those with 
mental illness. It seems that this is God’s answer.  
  
Please keep Sarah, her team and students at the Freedom Bakery in 
your prayers. Pray for improved language skills, strength, 
perseverance and wisdom as she teaches. You can support the 
Freedom Bakery and help Sarah and her team to continue 
empowering and inspiring their students.  
 
We will be suporting the work of DIGNITY and the 
FREEDOM BAKERY with our LENT project. 
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Prayer Points for March 

 
 
 

 
Leadership and staffing 
 
Please pray for: 
· the families and children's worker, now out to advert. Pray for 

the right person to apply and be recognised. 
· the discussions with theology college students regarding a 

possible assistant pastor. Pray for wisdom in how to proceed. 
· the election of new deacons, please pray for a full diaconate and 

that the new deacons will fit into the diaconate  
· wisdom as the diaconate discuss the various issues facing the 

church 
· wisdom regarding the use and possible modification of the 

building 
· development of Matt's work on discipleship. What does it look 

like at Kay St? 

 
 
Poverty 
 
Please pray for: 
· RAFT, who have had critical shortages of basic items in recent 

weeks. 
· Bacup Family Centre, particularly for large grants to secure 

funding and allow staff to concentrate on supporting vulnerable 
families. 

· discussions around establishing a CAP centre in Rossendale and 
the appointment of a Debt Centre Manager 
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The Church of England’s Report on Homosexuality 
 
Please pray for  
· wisdom for the Synod as they seek a way forwards 
· wisdom for Christians of all denominations for whom this is a 

real issue. 
· those seeking to minister to them 

 
Baptist Home Mission 
   
Please pray for: 
· wisdom for those who decide who received grants and support 
· the churches receiving support, that they may grow and 

strengthen in the faith 
· local churches who are receiving, or have received, support, that 

they may grow and impact their areas for God 
· regional ministers and youth workers who seek to guide and 

support local churches 
· the members of the specialist teams: faith and society, ministries  
     and support services. 
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How the good news can reach 
traumatised children. 

 
You may have heard that people who cannot read, 
can access all or part of the Bible on electronic 
devices called MegaVoice.  Children who are victims 
of abuse or trauma need the Word of God, but are unlikely to sit 
down with an audio player.  Then someone had an inspired idea.  
What about a stuffed animal that could tell Bible Stories?  The result 
is Wildlife Story tellers: soft toys with a MegaVice audio player 
inside. 
 
A disabled boy in Guatemala who received a soft toy beamed the 
moment he felt the tiger’s soft fur.  Then he pushed the little audio 
button, and the tiger began to tell him a Bible story – in his own 
language. 
 
A girl in South Asia who was found badly beaten was taken to 
hospital by Christian aid workers, who gave her a bag of supplies, 
including a teddy bear who was ready to snuggle and tell Bible 
stories in her language.  Day and night, this little girl held her bear 
and listened to the stories about Jesus, and by the time she was 
ready to leave, everyone on the ward knew the stories. 
(This is an extract from the article “New formats for old cultures” in 
the January edition of the Christian Newspaper “Evangelicals Now, 
and is reprinted here with permission) 
 
 
Thank God for those with imaginative ways of bringing the Bible to 
people who have special needs.  “Faith comes from hearing the 
message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ” 
(Romans 10 v 17) 
Contributed by Roland Morris 
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REFUGEES  
 

They have no need of our help 

So do not tell me 

These haggard faces could belong to you or me 

Should life have dealt a diferent hand 

We need to see them as they really are 

Chancers and scroungers 

Layabouts and loungers 

With bombs up their sleeves 

Cut-throats ad thieves 

They are not  

Welcome here 

We should make them 

Go back to where they came from 

They cannot  

Share our food 

Share our homes 

Share our countries 

Instead let us 

Build a wall to keep them out 

It is not okay to say 

These are people just like us 

A place should only belong to those who are born there 

Do not be so stupid to think that 

The world can be looked at another way. 

(Now you must read 
from bottom to top) 

Contributed by John 
Prior who got it from 
Sandra Holt at the 
Tear Fund prayer 

meeting 
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Church Family News 
      
   Best Wishes to Caroline Woodcock and  
   Greg Hookway who were married at                                                     
   St. Peter’s Church, Salesbury. Caroline and      
   Greg are plannig to make their home in 
   Devon, so it is goodby too. 
 
"There is need for some Volunteers to join the 
morning rota for preparing and clearing away 
communion usually on the third Sunday morning 

of each month or when it is All Age Communion once a term on the 
first Sunday morning.  Please see Kath Williams." 

 
Big Church Day Out 

 
This year this event is taking place in the North (at Capesthorne 
Hall near Macclesfield in Cheshire) as well as in the South. A 
number of folk from the Church have already booked. It’s on Friday, 
the 2nd and Saturday, the 3rd June 2017. There will be loads going 
on for all ages on stage and in the grounds of the Hall. Several well-
known Christian singers are performing.  
 
Prices depend upon the age of those attending, whether you are 
going as an individual or as a family, for one day or two days, 
whether you want to camp there and also upon numbers booked 
together. There is an “early bird discount” if you book by the 
31st March 2017. If you are interested it would be worthwhile 
being part of a group booking. In that case please contact Matt Hirst 
or Ian Pickup who are compiling a list of attendees.  
 
For further or full information visit the website 
https://bigdayout.com/north  
 

   

https://bigdayout.com/north
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Renew for Women is an evening 
for women to meet together to 
enjoy worship and teaching in a 
fun and relevant way. Held 3 
times a year at St. Mary’s 
Church, Rawtenstall, over 200 

ladies come along to this free event from a variety of Christian 
churches to enjoy refreshments from 7.15 pm. and we make a 
start at 7.45 pm. It usualy fnishes at about 9.35 pm. and 
parking is available on the Asda car park. The next Renew 
event is on Monday, March 20 and has the theme ‘Rising to His 
Word’. The speaker will be Hellie Brunt from Cheltenham 
 
 
 
 
 
May the God  
Whose love never changes, 
 Whose word never fails and  

Whose power never falters, 
strengthen our faith, 

 inspire our hope     
and deepen our love,  

now and for ever. 
Amen  
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Sunday Worship in March 
 

March 5  AM    All Age Worship Communion  
coordinated by Heather Skilling & team 

     PM    Communion and Prayer led by David Griffith 
 
March 12  AM  Preacher – Rev M Hirst  ‘Anew revelation’ 
    Coordinated by Allyson Jump 
       PM  DVD led by Allyson Jump 
 
March 19  AM  Preacher – Rev M Hirst  ‘Failure and restoration’ 
                       Coordinator – Heather Skilling 
        PM   Preacher – Mrs J Barrie 
 
March 26  AM  Preacher – Rev M Hirst  ‘The anointed servant’ 
              Coordinator David Griffith Mothering Sunday 
        PM  Café Church led by Jim Barrie 
 

 
Diary for March   

 
Sat Mar 4 Asda Prayer Breakfast 8 am. 
Sat Mar 4 Torch Fellowship 2 pm. 
Mon Mar 6 Deacons’ meeting 
Sat Mar 11 Antioch’s Big Brew see page 5 
Sun Mar 12 Visit to Holme Manor 
Fri Mar 17 Music Session  see Phil Seddon 
Sat Mar 18 Prayer Room open 9-10 am. 
  Vintage Tea Party see page 5  
Mon Mar 20 Church Review and Deacons’ Election  see p.4 
Mon Mar 20 Renew for Women see page 13 
Sat Mar 25 Striders’ Monthly Walk 
Sun Mar 26 Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge 
Mon Mar 27 Church Prayer Meeting 
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ing Back 
from the issue of March 1992 
 
A series of outreach evenings had been arranged in the run up to 
the Satmine Mission. The first ,on January 25 with Alistair Birt MP. 
And the second was to be on March 14 with Paul Vipond a director 
of Byrom, Clark and Roberts, architects, surveyors and engineers. 
 
Trbute was paid to Mrs Ethel Poucher who had died on February 11. 
 
On March 14 the 7’s to 11’s were to take part in a Tear Fund 
experience entitled ‘Alive and Active’. Materials such as large 
cardboard boxes to build a shanty town woud be needed. 
 
There had been a very wellattended Baptism service on February 19 
when the candidates were Eric Cheetham of Haslingden and Brian 
Swift (son of Beryl Dearden). Our minster, John Prior and deacon 
Ian Pickup officiated. 
 
The Annual Church Members Meeting would include the election of 
deacons. Retiring deacons were Ian Pickup, Geoff Skilling and Stuart 
Falconer 
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Rotas for March 
 

STEWARDS 
David Pilling 

Porch 
* 

Upstairs left Upstairs right 

Mar 5 
 
 
Mar 12 
 
 
Mar 15 
 
Feb 26 
 

 David Piling 
 Paul Webb-Sear 
 
Carol & RJ 
Hargreaves 

  
  
 
Bill &  
Ruth Boaden 
  

 

Stuart Brown 
 
 
Mike Wells 
 
 
 Alpha Group  
 
 
Peter Leonard                 
l 

June Worsley 
 
 
Suzanne Craven 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom Pickup 
 

COFFEE Sandy Rushton*  
Mar 5 June Worsley, Suzanne Craven, Mike & Julia Wells 
Mar 12 Gill Wills, Ross Coleman, Stuart Brown  

Mar 19 
Mar 26 

Jilly Horton, Fred & Sheila Wild 
Peter Leonard, Jim Barrie, June Worsley 

 

     
CRECHE Gwen Haworth*   Creche Builders 
Mar 5 All age service no creche   
Mar 12  George Kirk, Jennifer Wilding David Isherwood 
Mar 19 Carol Hargreaves, Rosie Palmer Andrew Holland 
Mar 26 Sarah Argile, Anne Webb-Sear Gwen Haworth 
   
FLOWERS Carol Hargreaves*   COMMUNION   Kath Williams* 
Mar 5 
Mar 12 
Mar 19 
Mar 26 
 
 

Christine Coates 
Jean Neale 
Vacant 
Jenny Brunskill 
 

AM  Please see Kath and page ? 
PM Mar 5 Geoff & Eileen Coward   
   
*coordinators 

Please note that items for the March Newsletter should reach the 
editor, joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com by February16 for 

publication on February 26. 
 

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com

