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Getting out of the Boat 
 
As I come to write this month’s introduction to the 

newsletter, we have just finished celebrating Easter. We 
have also, as a church, just finished a sermon series on 
John Ortberg’s book ‘If you want to walk on water you’ve 

got to get out of the boat’ and are now starting a series on 
the book of James.  

 
The focus for us as a congregation the last few months has 

been on discipleship – the lifelong commitment to follow 
Jesus. As a church, in small groups, and as individuals, we 
have considered what it means to be a disciple. We have 

thought about what ‘Holy Habits’ we should cultivate. We 
have heard of the blessing that our Lord wants to give us 

when we step onto the water with Him. 
 
In between these series we have had Christmas and Easter 

– the yearly reminders that: 
 

Though he was God, 
    he did not think of equality with God 
    as something to cling to. 

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; 
    he took the humble position of a slave 

    and was born as a human being. 
When he appeared in human form, 
    he humbled himself in obedience to God 

    and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 
  Philippians 2:6-8 (NLT) 

 
Here we have, I think, an important piece of the jigsaw for 
us as Christians. We do not serve a God who demands we 

obey a set of laws, to ‘keep the rules’. Discipleship is not 
about what we say we do, or how we think we should 

behave. Discipleship is following the example of Jesus,  
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acting in the same way as our Saviour. It is also knowing 
that when we get it wrong, when we act to please ourselves 

and not God, Jesus has already acted to forgive us. 
 

As I listened to one of the sermons on James this common 
proverb came to mind: “Put your money where your mouth 
is.” 

 
Our God ‘put His money where His mouth is’. Throughout 

the Bible, and in many stories recorded since, we hear how 
He has acted to show His love and care for His creation and 
His people. Ultimately this was shown when He gave His 

own Son as a sacrifice to provide us forgiveness, and life in 
Him when we were once dead in sin.  

 
Many of you reading this have, in some way or another, 
publicly declared that you follow Jesus – that you are a 

disciple of His. I was baptised at age 11 and made a public 
declaration of my faith. James calls on us to put our money 

where our mouths are. While writing this I wondered what 
other common proverbs have similar emphasis and came 

across these: 
 

“Actions speak louder than words.” 

“Fine words butter no parsnips.” 
“Practice what you preach.” 

“It's better to light a candle than curse the 
darkness.” 

 

Some biblical proverbs have a similar theme: 
Work brings profit, but mere talk leads to poverty

 Proverbs 14:23 
Talk is cheap, like daydreams and other useless activities. 
Fear God instead  Ecclesiastes 5:7 
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The theme of all these proverbs is that it is what you do 
that matters, much more than what you say. For me, this is 

what James writes about. Some find it a book that is 
difficult to read as there is a temptation to feel guilty for 
‘not doing’. The challenge of James is not to be upset for 
what you don’t do, but to consider: 
 

First what God has done for us through Jesus, that 
he came from heaven to earth, suffered and died to 

forgive us our sins and rose to give us new life 
Then consider how we should live (in that new life)     
in response.  

 
James seems to focus much more on ‘doing’ than some of 

the other New Testament writers but it is important to note 
that the others also talk about acting on our faith. I have 
already quoted Philippians 2: 6-8. This powerful description 

of Jesus’ attitude comes while Paul is calling the Philippians 
to act out their faith in Jesus. In verse 5 of the same 

passage Paul says, “You must have the same attitude that 
Christ Jesus had”. Later in the same chapter he says: 

 
Dear friends, you always followed my instructions 
when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is 

even more important. Work hard to show the 
results of your salvation, obeying God with deep 

reverence and fear. For God is working in you, 
giving you the desire and the power to do what 
pleases him.     Philippians 2:12-13 (NLT) 

 
I pray that we will allow God to work in us, to fill us through 

the Spirit with desire to please him, and that we will live 
our lives in a way that pleases our Father. 
 

Michael Wilding,  
on behalf of Matt, Jess and the Deacons 
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30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World 

15th May to 14th June 2018 - What is it and why? 

 
The 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World, is an 

international  movement that began in 1993. It calls the 
church to make a deliberate but respectful effort to learn 

about, pray for and reach out to our world’s Muslim 
neighbours. It coincides annually with the important Islamic 
month of religious observation — Ramadan, a time of the year 

when Muslims are much more deeply aware of spiritual 
matters. 

 
While Media sound bites about Islamic extremism can too 
easily incite anger, fear and even hatred towards Muslims, we 

seek to resist this temptation to generalize, and instead, 
resolve to respond and pray with the mind and heart of Christ.  

 
Join the millions of Christians around the world, and churches 
and ministries from many denominations, who regularly 

participate in this largest ongoing prayer focus on the Muslim 
world. A new full-colour prayer guide booklet is a proven tool 

to help Christians to understand and to persistently pray for 
Muslim neighbours and nations. 

 

PRAYER GUIDES are available 
         from MALCOLM COWEN for £1.80 

 
 

 

The Annual Assembly of the Baptist Union takes place on 
May 12 in Peterborough when Rev Dr Dave Gregory, senior 
minister of Croxley Green Baptist Church will be inducted as 

President. 
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Concert Invitation 

 
As a member of the United Christian Singers, and the Bible 
Society rep for the church I would be really grateful if 
anyone could make it to a concert the UCS is giving in 

support of the Bible Society Bury & Radcliffe Action Group, 
of which I am also a member. 

The concert will be on Saturday 26 May at 19.30, at Bolton 
Road Methodist Church, Bury (BL8 2NZ) - only 15/20 mins 
from Rawtenstall by car.  Admission is free. 

I would be so pleased to see some folk from Kay Street 
come and support me there. 

There is a poster on the notice board in the downstairs hall, 
and I have flyers to hand out to anyone who is interested, 

so please come and see me. 
Audrey (Madge)" 
 

 

 

 

 
Volunteers Needed 

 
You will be aware that The Old Library Waterfoot is now an 
accessible cafe with facilities for all.  

It is the only place I know that has a loo properly 
equipped for changing adults. 

Run by Lynne and Martin Kemp from Newchurch Methodist 
it depends on volunteers to run well. 
Whilst many people have signed up, volunteers are still 

needed on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays.           Di. 
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The woman with a lot of faith! 
t n g h i a t a z n i q y s x  

z t t e d w l c j h a j z u t  

h y h a e z h e d g a m w s v  

x k p l t a j w k z f y h e o  

w k v e f o o y g e k l b j g  

x e a d w r u x k h t i a f p  

k s v o c x i c z f h o g b h  

i z v e l f w r h m h c b j n  

y c m n w c s z m p k e q t t  

b o y e a r s h h i g h w n k  

l r q z i j w e k t r f e j t  

z q r v c r o m l v c a w a t  

p w x r k a t l k f a m c d a  

x z i n j y r b k b q k v l z  

v d t w i k a e k q i o m t e  

 
You can read all about this miracle- and lots of others- in the New Testament of the 

Bible. Find this story in Matthew, chapter 9. 

In Sunday school this month, we’re continuing to learn about Jesus’ miracles.  

Do you know the story of the woman who had been poorly for twelve years? She 

touched Jesus’ cloak and was healed! Some of the words from this story are 

hidden in the wordsearch below- see how many you can find. 

 

Hidden words- 

cloak 

crowd 

faith 

healed 

hem 

Jesus 

miracle 

touch 

twelve 

years 
 



Kay Street News                                                                  May 2018 8 

When Jesus fed the great crowd of people, starting with only two 

little fish and five loaves of bread, God provided more than enough 

food. After everyone was full up, Jesus’ followers gathered up the 

leftovers. Colour each space that contains a ‘Y’ yellow. Colour each 

space that contains a ‘B’ brown. Colour each space that contains an 

‘R’ red. Count how many baskets full of food were left over, and 

read this story in John 6. 
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Note for grown-ups… 

In May, the Sunday School will continue studying the themes begun in April- For Sparks 

and Tiddlywinks, this is Jesus’ Miracles, and for Peanuts, World Issues. 

The topics covered will be- 

13th May- Tiddlywinks/ Sparks- The woman who touched Jesus’ cloak. Peanuts- Famine 

20th May- Tiddlywinks/ Sparks- Feeding the 5,000. Peanuts- The environment 

27th May- Tiddlywinks/ Sparks- Jesus calms the storm. Peanuts- Crime & punishment 
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Prayer Points for May 
 

Kay Street 
Give thanks for the five people recently received into 

membership.  

Please pray for them as they seek to develop their roles within 

the church. 

Please pray for the two people currently taking baptismal 

classes.  

Pray that they will grow in their faith as they discuss in the 

classes.  

Pray that they will know whether baptism is the correct next step 

for them at this stage. 

Please pray for Matt, the deacons and 'Johnny' as they discuss 

whether Johnny is the right person to join the team at Kay St as 

associate pastor.  

Pray that Johnny will be able to discern the next step for his 

ministry and service. 

Give thanks for the youth club which has recently started for 

children in years 6-9. Pray for Emma and her team as they 

prepare and lead the club.  

Please pray for the children who attend.  

Pray that they will grow in their faith, have opportunities to serve 

and have a good time.  

Pray that they will bring friends and the club will be able to reach 

children who do not have a connection with a church.  

Pray for safety for the children and the premises. 

 

CAP 
Give thanks for the ongoing work of CAP in Rossendale and 

elsewhere; both the debt centre and the job club. 

Please pray for team members for the Debt Operations and the 

Insolvency teams in Bradford. 

Pray for the centre manager and clients of the Bury & Radcliffe 

and Preston South centres as they move to close. Pray 

particularly for wisdom for the Bury & Radcliffe team and for Jane 

as they discuss ongoing support for clients from Ramsbottom.  
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Pray also for the centre managers to know God's purpose for the 

next stage of their lives.  

Give thanks for the good relationships between Jane and the  

various referring agencies. 

Please pray for Jane as she continues to build relationships with 

these agencies and others working with vulnerable people. 

Pray for Jane to have the time and energy she needs for the job. 

Pray also for the correct balance between work and family time. 

Give thanks for those who have given their lives to Christ, 

returned to Christ of made a deeper commitment to him through 

their contact with CAP in Rossendale.  

Pray for their faith to be protected and for them to grow. Pray 

also that they will be welcomed and accepted in a local church. 

Pray for individual clients: for positive discussions with creditors, 

for paperwork to be available, for them to continue to engage 

with the process and follow their debt repayment plans. 

 

National day of prayer for the police 
Please pray for: Police officers and the wider policing family; 

Safety whilst on duty; Helping to keep communities safe; 

Innovative, compassionate and courageous solutions to policing 

issues; Help in making difficult resourcing decisions 

Please also pray for officers' families 
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We Went to Spring Harvest 
 
 

Spring Harvest at Harrogate was brilliant. The theme “Only 
the Brave” was based on the letter of James. The subtitle 

was “Determined Discipleship” and it was as if it had been 
prepared with Kay Street in mind. The teaching in particular 

both in the morning and the Evening Celebration was 
excellent - challenging and practical. There was much for us 
as individuals and as a Church to take on board. 

Ian Pickup 
 

 
My memories of Spring Harvest include house sharing 
which made me feel quite studentish and walking  12,000 

plus steps a day to and from the venue ! But of course 
most of all the  great teaching , from the opening evening 

with John Sentamu ,the Archbishop of York, the following 
three mornings great Bible teaching  with Malcolm Duncan, 
to the final morning led by Anthony Delaney from Ivy 

Church in Manchester, it was all incredible and I feel that I 
gained so much from the experience , so much so that I’ve 

already booked for next year ! 
                                                      Pauline Stephenson 
 

It was 20 years since my last experience of Spring Harvest 
and about 8 years since I had attended a large Christian 
conference.  I went full of expectation and returned 

refreshed and renewed. It was great to experience sung 
worship in a large congregation – a small glimpse of 
heaven!  The Bible teaching was thought provoking and 

seminars provided fresh insights into areas of my church 
and personal life.  Being with a large group from Kay Street 

meant that there was always someone around to chat to 
and it was good to get to know folk better.  
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Most importantly, I met with God and, through the tears, 
He reminded me of a very simple yet profound truth: I am 
His son and am loved by Him. 

                                                                  David Griffith 
 

I had no idea what to expect from Spring Harvest I have 
never attended anything like this before, I was hoping to 
join in some amazing singing and listen to interesting talks.  

What I got was beyond all my expectations; the venue was 
perfect and the atmosphere everyday during the worship 

and talk was very emotive. Malcolm Duncan moved 
everyone each morning with his discussions on the letter 
from James and was very inspiring.  The evening 

celebrations and guest speakers were just as inspiring and 
challenging and most nights I was emotionally drained but 

also uplifted.  There were so many seminars and workshops 
to take part in every afternoon I didn’t realise just how 
many different aspects would be covered each day.  There 

was definitely something for everyone no matter where you 
are on your Christian journey and whether going on your 

own or in a group it was impossible to feel lonely, everyone 
was so friendly.  It also gave me the opportunity to get to 

know my Kay Street family a little better and they definitely 
looked after me even feeding me on more than one 
occasion!  I would highly recommend joining us for next 

year’s event. 
 Michelle Wilde 

 
 
The Spring Harvest ‘Hub’ featured an exhibition of 

organisations inspiring Christians to pray and take action. 
The charity that caught our eye, however was ‘Mercy 

Ships’- where a large well-equipped hospital ship visits 
ports in poor African countries and provides health care and 
surgery for the many for whom hospital care is beyond 

their budget and where health provision is extremely 
limited. There were amazing videos of how surgery 
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transformed lives of people who otherwise would have died. 
Operations done with professionalism and Christian care. 
‘Mercy Ships’ was the featured organisation at Spring 

Harvest and part of the offering will be going to them. 
  

David Isherwood 
 
 

 
Congratulations to our Football Teams 

 
KSB travelled down to Norwich to play Heigham Park 

Rangers in the National Christian Trophy semi- final, 
and ran out 3-0 winners! This means that on April 

21st KSB travel to Poynton for a League Cup semi-final, 
so there is the opportunity for two finals in one season! 

 

On top of all that, KSB’s scintillating form over the 
last few months has also meant that we only need to 

win our last game of the league season on April 28th    
at Westwood Blues to secure promotion to Division  
One of the SMCCFL for the first time in our history! This 

match will be played in Blackley, and just like we hope 
for the NCT Final, we want as many of you to come and 

support us as possible! 
 

KSB United have an outside chance of promotion to 

Division Two if we can win our remaining games and 
hope for favours elsewhere. If we don’t go up, it will 

still have been an excellent season and hopes will be 
high for next year! 
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Church Family News 
 

Welcome! On Sunday morning April 22, our 

minister Rev Matt Hirst welcomed five people 
into church membership – Sue & Andrew 

Pettigrew, Julie & Peter Grimshaw and Jess Goldie, 
our children’s and families worker. 
 

Our sympathy has gone to Marcia Catlin and family on the 
death of her son Graham at the end of last month. 

 
Best wishes to Lyndsey Craven & Matt Walker on the 
occasion of their wedding on Saturday March 31. 

 
Thanks  I want to say thank you to everyone for their 

prayers the day I had my operation. I could not have got 
through it without them. They helped a great deal. Also 
thanks to everyone who brought those lovely meals cards 

and gifts; and to Di for spending time with me and taking 
me to hospital appointments, and all those who came to 

visit me. God bless you all and many thanks and best 
wishes from Norma Williams 
 

Lent Offering  
You will be pleased to know that with gift aid added, we are 

sending the wonderful total of £2475.00 to Release 
International. Pray that the money will bring hope and 

encouragement to persecuted Christians around the world. 
Please continue to pray for the country you signed up for. 
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Sunday Worship in May 
 

May 6 
AM             All Age Service and Communion 

                  All age team  Coordinator David Griffith 
         Followed by ‘Inform’** 
PM  Communion and Prayer  

Coordinator Allson Jump  
May 13  

AM  Preacher Rev M Hirst  
Coordinator Jane Jackson 
Taming the Tongue  James3:1-12 

PM  DVD  Coordinator David Isherwood 
 

May 20 
AM  Pentecost    Preacher Mr D Isherwood 
  Coordinator Ian Pickup 

PM  Preacher Rev M Hirst 
 

May 27  
AM  Preacher  Rev M Hirst 
  Coordinator  Di Isherwood 
                    Makers and Breakers of Peace  James 3:13-4:12 

PM              Cafe Church   Coordinator Jim Barrie  

 
 
**  Inform - 30 mins  
Inform is an opportunity to get to know what is going on in 
the church and is open to everyone. It will take place as 

usual straight after the morning service and there will be 
organised activities for the children. 
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Diary for May 
 

 
Wed May 2  ‘Get Together’ with Bryony & Martin 

Thurs May 3  Back hall in use for local elections 
Sat May 5  Asda Prayer Breakfast 8am. 

Sat May 5  Torch Fellowship 2pm. 
Sun May 13  Visit to Holme Manor 
Mon May 14  Deacons’ Meeting 

Mon May 14  Tearfund Prayer & Support Meeting 
   Holcombe Brook Methodist Church  

Sat May 19  Dementia Friendly Rossendale – 
   Art and Poetry 10am. 
Sat May 19  Prayer Walk 

Mon May 21  Church Members’ Meeting 
Sat May 26  Striders’ Walk  

      Goodly Hike to Stoodly Pike approx 6 miles 
Sun May 27       Wedding 1pm. Daven Argile & Gabrielle 
Sun May 27  Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge 

Mon May 28  Church Prayer Meeting 
 

NEW 
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Have you heard about the GDPR ? 
 

The EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is the 
most important change in data privacy regulation in 20 

years. 
 

After four years of preparation and debate the GDPR was 

approved by the EU Parliament on 14th April 2016 and will 
come into force on 25th May 2018. 
 

The GDPR replaces the Data Protection Directive 95/46/EC 
and is designed to harmonise data privacy laws across 

Europe, to protect and empower all EU citizens’ data 
privacy and to reshape the way organisations across Europe 
approach data privacy. 

 
As a Church, we hold and process people’s personal data 

(names, addresses, emails, photos etc) and therefore we 
have a duty to ensure that we comply with the new 
regulations and protect individuals.  The Baptist Union 

states:  
 

“The subject of Data Protection is one which churches 

should not ignore irrespective of their size or the amount of 
personal information they hold or process. It is important, 

however, to see this as a way of ensuring that we, as 
churches, are helping to protect individuals against the 
unfair use of their personal information rather than 

something we have been told we “have to  
do”.”(taken from the Baptist Union website 

https://www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/302154/Data_Protectio
n_and.aspx) 
 

The Deacons asked a small group to work on Kay Street’s 
response to the GDPR and they are currently working hard 

to understand the implications for us.  They will be 

https://www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/302154/Data_Protection_and.aspx
https://www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/302154/Data_Protection_and.aspx
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continuing to chat to various group leaders and others who 
hold information over the coming weeks. 
  

The small group consists of Jennifer and Michael Wilding, 
Sandy Rushton and David Griffith.  If you have any queries 

regarding Kay Street’s response to GDPR, please speak to 
one of them. 
More information to follow next month.  
 

 David Griffith on behalf of the Deacons 

 

 

Looking back to May 1993  
and the newsletter of 25 years ago. 
 

On Easter Sunday a Family service included Believers 
Baptism, Robert Bromley, Gladys Kenyon and Leslie Smith 

Gave their testimonies, Robert specifically addressed the 
children and young people who had been present for the 

baptisms. 
 

In the evening Sue Jackson spoke about the work she and 

David had been doing with the Baptist Missionary Society in 
Brazil. 
 

Ben and Eva Parker, now living in Wigton, Cumbria 
celebrated their Ruby Wedding.  
 

Brian Swift, Beryl Dearden’s son, and Janice Gridland were 

married in St.Lucia  
 

Jonathan Thomasson, son of Steve and Chris was 

dedicated. 
 

Looking back another 25 years to May 1968 we read that 

Eileen Haworth (now Coward) and Hazel Pretty had 
attended the induction to the pastorate at Finaghy Baptist 

Church of our former minister Rev Alun McNabb. 
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Rotas for May 
 
Stewards    
                                                             Coordinator Alan Morton 
 Porch  Up left Up Right 

May 6 
David Isherwood          Mike Wells          Jilly Horton 

Alan Morton          

May 13 
Martin Midgely 

Margaret Robinson 
Elaine Bagsaw 

Margaret 

Spurell 

May 20 Bill & Ruth Boaden Thelma Hitch 
Angela 

Fawcett 

May 27 
Carol & RJ 

Hargreaves   
Bob Crowther June Worsley 

 
 
Coffee 
                                                         Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

May 6 June Worsley, Pauline Stephenson,Gill Wills 

Peter Leonard, Jenny Brunskill, June Worsley 

Mike Wells, Pauline Stephenson, Gill Wills 

Pat & Robin Coulston, Stuart Brown 

May 13  

May 20 

May 27 

 
 
Flowers 
                               Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

 

 

 
Please note that material for the June issue should reach 
the Editor Joyce Barnes joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com 

by May 17 for publication on May 27. 
Also please note that as the following edition will be out 

on July 1 the June issue needs to include events up to and 
including July 1. 

May 6 Vacant 

May 13  Connie Mitchell 

May 20 Audrey Madge 

May 27 Paul & Anne Webb-Sear 

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com

