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A Meditation – Christmas – How did it begin? 
 
 

‘Where did it all start?’ they ask me. 
‘Tell us the story again.’ 
And I know just what they want to hear –  

    about the inn and the stable, 
    the baby lying in a manger, 

    shepherds out in the fields by night, 
    and wise men travelling from afar. 
I know why they ask, of course I do, 

    for which of us hasn’t thrilled to those marvellous 
    events, 

    that astonishing day when the Word became flesh, 
    dwelling here on earth amongst us? 
Yet wonderful though that all is, it’s not where it started, 

    and if we stop there, then we see only a fraction of the 
    picture, the merest glimpse of everything God has done 

    for us in Christ. 
We have to go right back to see more –  
    before Bethlehem, 

    before the prophets, 
    before the Law, 

    before time itself, would you believe? –  
    for that’s where it started: 
    literally ‘In the beginning’. 

Yes, even there the saving purpose of God was at work, 
    his creating, redeeming Word 

    bringing light and love into the world, 
    shaping not just the heavens and the earth but the lives 
    of all, every man, woman and child. 
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That’s the mind-boggling wonder of it –  
     the fact not just that God made us, 

    but that through Christ he was determined from the 
    outset to share our lives, 
    to take on our flesh, 

    to identify himself totally with the joys and sorrows, 
    the beauty and the ugliness, of humankind. 

It defies belief, doesn’t it? 
Yet it’s true –  
    God wanted us to know him not as his creatures 

    but as his children, 
    not as puppets forced to dance to his tune 

    but as people responding freely to his love, 
    and to do that he patiently and painstakingly prepared 
    the way, 

    revealing year after year a little more of his purpose, 
    a glimpse more of his kingdom, 

    until at last, 
    in the fullness of time, 
    the Word became flesh and lived amongst us full of 

    grace and truth. 
It wasn’t an afterthought, the incarnation, 

    a last-ditch attempt to make the best of a bad job – 
    it was planned from the dawn of time. 

 
 
 

[Taken from ‘A New Day Dawning – Personal meditations 
for Advent and Christmas’ by Nick Fawcett, published by 

Kevin Mayhew] 
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Backwards and Forwards 
 

Hebrews 12:2 

Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our 
faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give 
up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of 

the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing 
of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now 

seated at the right side of God's throne.  

 

If memory serves me right, and you may want to check 

with Matt or Hon. Sec. Geoff., at the beginning of the year 

there were quite a few things we were praying about. Five 

big things:- 

 What should we do about the lack of space/facilities in 

our buildings? 

 Should we look for a new Family and Children's Worker 

to replace Rachel? 

 Should we look for an assistant minister to complement 

Matt? 

 Should we carry on exploring the possibility of setting up 

a CAP (Christians Against Poverty) Centre in the Valley 

in partnership with other churches. 

 Following Matt's sabbatical, how do we grow and learn 

to be better disciples of Jesus? 
  

Looking back we can see that God has answered YES to 

three of those prayers.  
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 Jess Goldie has joined us as part time Family and 

Children's worker.  

 On November 26th Jane Morris was commissioned CAP 

Centre Manager at a service held at Kay Street. Many 

representatives of the partner churches attended this 

service.  

 

 Throughout 2017 Matt has preached and home groups 

have discussed and prayed about various aspects of 

discipleship and this theme will continue into 2018. Gifts 

and talents questionnaires were distributed and 

conversations had with those who completed them. 

Again 2018 should see new people deploying and 

developing gifts for the benefit of those in and outside 

the fellowship. 

 

Of the two remaining prayers:- 

 We are continuing our search for an assistant minister 

and are asking Colleges and our Regional Minister to 

make this position known to ministers wanting to 

change churches and also to college students. We don't 

know if God is answering NOT YET or NO. We pray on. 

 With Rossendale Borough Council we are still exploring 

the possibility of change to the church hall - whilst 

appreciating that any changes there, will not give us any 

one room larger than the current worship area. So again 

we don't know if God is saying NOT YET, WAIT or NO. 

We pray on. 
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Two things strike me as we begin a new year, the first is 

God's faithfulness to us as a fellowship. We are grateful to 

God for leading us, quietly and clearly in 2017. Like those 

who have gone before us we can say "hitherto has the Lord 

helped us" God is good and he is good to us! 

 

Now a slight digression.....when the Memory Choir, who use 

our building each week, were planning a Christmas meal, 

they looked to Sykeside Restaurant as a venue. When Paul 

and Anne Webb-Sear learned about the proposed meal they 

very generously offered to cook it on our premises. When 

A2O (formerly known as Wednesday Alpha Plus) learned of 

this, they offered to help set out and serve. The Memory 

Choir were delighted! Delighted most of all for their 

attendees who would now be having their Christmas party 

in a place they were familiar with. 

 

So the second thing that strikes me is that maybe we are 

becoming a more natural outward looking people. The 

Memory Choir story is only a part of that. Along with our 

regular Outreach Team events, (led now by Matt Pickup) we 

have new initiatives from both Jess and Jane; initiatives 

that reach out to different people in the community. 

 

As I grow older I sometimes wonder if I have understood 

the Bible correctly.  Whilst hearing Jesus say that both 

praying and giving should be in secret, between ourselves 

and God, I think I have applied the same principle to good 

deeds.   
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Re- reading Jesus in Matt 5:16, "In the same way your light 

must shine before people so that they will see the good 

things you do and praise your Father in heaven." I note we 

are to be open about helping and serving others not in a 

"blowing our own trumpet" kind of way but in a way that 

brings glory and praise to God. 

 

In 2018:- 

 

Let's continue to keep our eyes on Jesus, let's learn how to 

disciple and be discipled. Let's love and follow Him better 

than we ever have before. 

Let's see too how we can love and serve our community in 

a way that reflects well on and brings glory to our Father in 

Heaven. 

 

Di Isherwood  

on behalf of Matt, Jess and the Deacons. 

 

 

*********************************  

 

 

‘Food For Thought’ 
 
A big thank you to all who prayed & encouraged us by their 
helpfulness at our Christmas celebration held on the 14th 
December ’17. 

Thanks to a great team we were able to provide an 
excellent meal & time of rejoicing for over 70 people. 

 
From Geoff, Eileen & Team. 
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Prayer points for January 
 
CAP and the Credit Union 
 

Please pray for: 
Those struggling financially or in other ways after Christmas. 

Those for whom the prospect of a New Year is hard. 

The CAP clients as they gather their documents, agree their 

budgets and begin the journey to becoming debt free. Pray that 

they will be able to manage their budgets. 

Jane and the CAP befrienders as they build relationships with the 

clients. 

Wisdom for the Credit Union as they allocate loans. 

 
Prayer on the square 
 
Give thanks  
For the presence of the prayer tent in the Christmas market. 

The churches working together in arranging this. 

Those who came into the tent, joined in the activities and wrote 

prayers. 

Please pray for: 
Wisdom for David Hollows (Longholme) and the team as they 

discuss how to develop this further. 

Favour with the organisers of the different markets and the 

traders if this is repeated. 

Churches as they consider how the square can continue to be 

used for worship and witness as it is developed. 

 
Ministries needing workers 
 
Please pray for: 
Caterpillars, particularly people for the refreshment rota and the 

monthly meals. 

Food For Thought, which reaches many people who don't 

otherwise come to church. 

Matt and the deacons as they consider whether to reissue the call 

for an assistant pastor. 
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Adoption  
 
Give thanks that Matt and Ali have been approved for adoption 

and Pray that the right child will join them at the right time. 

 
Vision 
 
Give thanks: 
That there have been increased opportunities in local schools. 

For their growing kids work. 

For the youth group led by Suzie. 

Please pray for: 

Good relations with schools, teachers, parents and other churches 

and leaders. 

Continued and increased opportunities to work in the schools. 

Wisdom regarding how to use Woodlea. 

 
BMS 
 
Please pray for: 
BMS work in countries with no established church. Pray for 

sustaining of the faith of workers and believers there and for the 

good news of Jesus to be made known. 

Pray today for the most marginalised countries, where poverty is 

endemic. Pray that BMS will find creative ways of presenting 

Jesus as good news for the poor.  

Ask God for opportunities for the BMS team to encourage and 

equip nationals in sharing Christ with their neighbours.  

Pray today for the most fragile countries in the world, places that 

are unstable and where BMS work often hangs by a thread.  

BMS seeks to see people experience the abundant life Christ 

offers. Pray for this in a country in the news today.  

Four values shape our strategy. Pray that love, integrity, faith 

and excellence will characterise all BMS work throughout the 

world.  

 

Pray also for: Joe & Lois (Uganda); Claire (Mozambique); 
George (Mongolia) and Suzie (Rossendale). 
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Suzie and Vision  

                  
Before Vision was established as a charity,  

Suzie (Elkington) was showing a real 
determination to get alongside young people 
in different parts of the Valley. She regularly 

spent evenings on both the Hall Carr Estate 
in Rawtenstall and the Pennine Road Estate 

in Bacup; getting to know young people, 
with the aim of introducing them to Jesus.  
 

Kay Street recognised this desire as a calling 
from God and wanted to support Suzie. At that time the 
only way was by making her a staff member and putting 

her on the Church pay roll! 
 

The Vision Charity was established soon after. Right from 

the start other full time Vision workers were supported by 
personal, private donations - living by faith to a large 

extent. 
 

Recently Vision increased its Trusteeship and looking 
through the files the new trustees discovered the anomaly 

of Suzie's support. At the same time Suzie began to feel 
that she would like to be in the same situation as her fellow 

workers and trust God more for her support. This led to her 
resigning  from the staff at Kay Street in August.  
 

From the beginning of 2018 Suzie will be "living by faith", 
trusting God for all her support. If you would like to help 
support her you can do it by asking Suzie or  

1. via stewardship (www.give.net/20117605)  
2. directly via Suzie's bank - ask her for her bank 

account details and set up a standing order 
3. by popping gifts through her letter box 

Di Isherwood (Missionary Team) 
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If you are wondering what Suzie does, here is a taste of 
some of it culled from her Christmas newsletter. 
 

Connect:  She is Connect Team Leader at Vision which is 
all about discipleship – helping young people connect with 

other young Christians and, ultimately with God. Between 
15 and 25 young people meet at Woodlea on Friday nights 
– one of her favourite times. They start with games then 

split into 4 groups for activities and discussion – topics 
depending on the ages and interests of each group. So far 

they’ve looked at bullying, decision-making and pressure 
using Bible characters as examples. Daniel is a great 
example of a young person standing firm under pressure! 

 
Higher Manchester: On 17 February they took 11 young 

people from Connect to this event run by the Message 
Trust. For some of the group it was the first time they had 
been to a concert with Christian bands and given such a 

bold opportunity to respond to the Gospel. Several of their 
group did respond. 

 
Reach Puppets are now part of Vision and practice weekly 

at Woodlea. They are currently recruiting new members, 
lowering the age to those in year 6. 
 

Suzie is also involved with Vision Kids, with Assemblies 
in Primary schools; Lite Night and No Limits for under 

12’s several times a year. 
 
You can find some Prayer requests for Suzie in the centre 

pages of this newsletter. 
Her email address is     

suzieelkington@thevisionwebsite.com  
 

 

 
 

mailto:suzieelkington@thevisionwebsite.com
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Church Family News & Notices 
 

  

Rejoice - what a wonderful way to 
begin our Christmas services – with a 

Baptismal Service! The candidates on 

December17 were Jess Goldie and Peter 

& Julie Grimshaw baptized by Rev Matt Hirst assisted by 
deacon Amy Boyer. 

 

 

New Babies - Congratulations to Bill and Ruth Boaden 

on the birth of their first grandchild, Ada Lily, a daughter 

for Joe and Kate.  
 

Jax & Robin Matthews now living in Waterlooville 
welcomed a daughter. 
 

We share the joy of Dee, Steve and Erin Mellish at their 
new addition Ethan Jarvis who may have created a record 

by making his first church appearance at 6 days old! 
 
 

There is sadness as we report the death of Gwen 
Haworth’s mother 

And also of Frank Bainbridge who has been ill for some 
time and unable to attend ‘Hands On’ where he was a 
regular. 

Rita Sutton who emigrated to Canada many years ago but 
was known to many of us has also died. Her family is 

scattered all over the world apart from daughter Belinda 
who lives locally. 
To the families of all these suffering the loss of loved ones 

we extend our love and sympathy. 
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Sunday Worship in January 
                  
 

Jan 7    AM   All age service 
                    Coordinator  David Griffith 

             PM   Communion & Prayer led by Allyson Jump 
 

Jan 14  AM   Preacher Rev M Hirst  Boat Potatoes:Matt14:22-23 

          Coordinator  Ian Pickup    
             PM   DVD led by Rev M Hirst 

 
Jan 21  AM   Preacher Mrs D Isherwood   Communion 

                Discerning the call:14:28-29   Coordinator Allyson Jump      
              PM   Preacher Rev M Hirst        
 

Jan 28   AM   Preacher Rev M Hirst   Covenant  
         Walking on the water:Matt14:29   Coordinator David Griffith 

              PM    Café Church led by David Griffith  
 
Feb 4     AM 

    
 

 
                                                

 
 
 

Sunday, February 4 

Rawtenstall Churches  
United Service at 

Longholme Methodist Church at 10.30 am  
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Diary for January 

 
Sat Jan 6           Mentoring training (Listen for details) 
Sat Jan 6  Asda Prayer Breakfast 8 am. 

Mon Jan 8  Deacons’ Meeting 
Mon Jan 15  Church Members’ Meeting  

Fri Jan 19  Retro Games (Listen for details) 
Sat Jan 20  Prayer Morning 

Mon Jan 22  Church Prayer Meeting 
Sat Jan 27  Striders Monthly Walk 
Sun Jan 28  Visit to Cherry Tree Lodge 

 
 

Looking back to January 1993  
and the newsletter of January 1993 
 

The last weekend of November had been the Annual 
Missionary Weekend, led by John Bardsley of the WEC 

research department.  
Friday evening saw a mixed company playing Duika, 

a game aiming to teach untutored but enthusiastic 

missionaries about converting a jungle tribe! Very 
instructive and illuminating. 

The Saturday evening started with an English/Asian 
meal. Then we learnt about the culture and beliefs of our 
local ethnic population. 

John Bardsley led the Sunday services. ‘Go into all 
thje world’ in the morning – about people groups and in the 

evening about the many places where God was at work. 
‘It was all very exciting’ the writer commented and 

more was to follow when treasurer, David Isherwood 
announced that the year’s missionary giving had passed all 
our targets. 
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Rotas for January 
Stewards                                                    Coordinator David Pilling 

 Porch  Up left Up Right 
Jan 7 Thelma Hitch 

Bob Crowther 

Alan Morton Margaret 

Morton 

Jan 14 Carol & RJ 

Hargreaves 

Joan Crook Tom Pickup 

Jan 21 

 

Bill and Ruth Boaden Margaret  

Robinson  

Peter Leonard 

Jan 28 

 

Mike Wells 

Paul Webb-Sear 

June Worsley Stuart Brown 

 
 
Coffee                                                     Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

Jan 7 Please 

Jan 14          contact 

Jan 21                      Sandy  

Jan 28  

 
 
Crèche                                           Coordinator Gwen Haworth        

 Changes in organising the crèche and Tiddlywinks     

(Primary first group) are taking place. Please make   

enquiries re rota to Gwen or Jess. 

 
 
Flowers                Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

 

 

Please note that material for the February issue should 
reach the Editor Joyce Barnes 

joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com 
by Jan 18 for publication on Jan 28. 

Jan 7 Margaret Robinson 

Jan 14 Vacant 

Jan 21 Vacant 

Jan 28 Vacant  

mailto:joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com
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