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All for One or One for all? 
 
On the day after our last holiday, Joyce sent me a reminder 
(which I definitely needed) to inform me that it was my turn to 
write the next, i.e. November, Newsletter article. It had been a 
fairly special holiday – a month’s cruise to Canada and then 
down the east coast of America to New York where we were to 
spend 3 days before returning back up the eastern shoreline to 
Nova Scotia. We travelled on a medium-size ship – P & O’s 
Aurora, which had about 1850 passengers and 750 crew. 
 
Whilst the crew were from many different countries, the 
majority were either from Goa, India or the Philippines. The 
crew on board a cruise line works extremely hard, but is 
allowed to go ashore in most ports of call, even if only for an 
hour or two. Talking to our cabin steward, they were all looking 
forward to the fairly rare trip to New York (Aurora visits there 
once per year) since all would be allowed ashore. Everything 
was set for them and us to have a fabulous time. Then it 
happened! The Captain made an announcement over the 
tannoy which was broadcast into our cabins – something 
which only happens if it is an important message or an 
emergency. We were in our second port of call, Newport, 
Rhode Island, and one of the crew had ‘jumped ship’! He had 
been ashore, but had failed to return, presumably wanting 
what he saw as a better life in America. So what, you might 
say? It must happen all the time. No! The US Immigration 
authorities take it very seriously – they were clearly not 
impressed! Not only did they fine P & O about $100,000 they 
also banned all crew members (apart from a few whose 
countries had a treaty with the US, e.g. Canada, EU, Mexico, 
etc.) from going ashore in any American port. Having looked 
forward to being in New York, none of them was allowed to 
see it (or any of the ports on our northward trip back to 
Canada). 
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Whilst understanding the immigration policies, this did seem 
rather harsh. One man had done something wrong and 
practically all of the rest of the crew, innocent though they 
were, had to suffer. Just because one person decided to put 
his own desires above everybody else’s, everyone else was 
deprived of what they most wanted – to see America. The 
majority suffered for the sin, the wrong doing, of one individual. 
 
Even at the time, this struck me as the opposite of the Christian 
message. In the above, one man’s wrong led to everyone 
suffering; in the Christian message, everyone’s wrongdoing led 
to one man suffering. The normal order of things is turned 
upside down; is stood on its head! The Bible tells us, ‘For 
everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 
standard’ (Romans 3:23). Here, it’s the majority who have done 
wrong; it is they who deserve to suffer’ who deserve 
punishment. BUT, the passage moves on in v.24 and Paul tells 
us, ‘Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He 
did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty 
of our sins’. One man suffered for everyone else. All we have to 
do is to believe in Jesus and decide to follow him and we have 
our wrongdoing wiped out. One for the many, ‘Christ suffered 
for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for 
sinners to bring you safely home to God (1 Peter 3:18). 
 
To me, the story of Jesus contrasted starkly with the 
experience of the ship’s crew. It’s hardly unique for others, 
sometimes in large numbers, to suffer for the wrongdoing of 
one person. But it is unique for one person to suffer for the 
wrongdoing of the whole world! The contrast made me, yet 
again, see the incredible reality of what Jesus did, even though 
I didn’t deserve it. 
 
So let’s never forget what God has done for each one of us 
(UP); when we join together let us thank and praise our God for 
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what he has done (IN) and let us never forget that Jesus has 
called us to tell others about this amazing gift he offers (OUT). 
 
‘But God demonstrates his own love for us in this; while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us’ (Romans 5:8). 
 
 
Geoff Skilling  
on behalf of Matt, Jonny, Jess and the Deacons. 
 

IMPORTANT! 
Data Protection and Prayer Directory 
As a Church we are required to comply with the General Data 
Protection Regulation (GDPR).   We can only share personal 
information if we  have the written permission of the person 
concerned or, in the case of children, with their parent's or 
carer's written consent.  
There are "Keeping in Touch" forms in the downstairs and 
upstairs areas.  When completed, these should be posted in 
the small black postbox in the downstairs area next to the red 
prayer board. 
We are about to prepare an up-to-date Church Prayer 
Directory and in order to be compliant with the GDPR this can 
only include those who have completed and signed their 
forms. So please arrange to complete and post your signed 
form if you have not already done so. Also if any of your adult 
family members wish to be included they must also comply 
and complete a form (e.g. adult children who have moved out 
of the area).  
We want the Directory to be published before Christmas so 
there is an urgency about this!  Please can all forms be 
returned by Sunday 17th November. If you have any queries, 
please speak to David Griffith (dgriffith@hotmail.co.uk).  
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Prayer Points for November 
 
Brexit 
 
At the time of writing no one knows what the situation will be on  
1 Nov. However please pray: 

• for the restoration of trust in politicians; 

• for healing of relationships within the UK; 

• against any hatred which has been triggered by or emerges 
from the events of the last few years; 

• for continued good relationships with the countries of Europe; 

• for wisdom for those involved in any ongoing negotiations; 

• for peace for any who are worried about their livelihood or 
status. 

 
Impact weekend 
 
Give thanks for: 

• the recent successful Impact weekend; 

• the number of young people who attended; 

• safety for the young people. 
 
Please pray for: 

• lasting impact on the lives of those who went. Please pray for 
people to come to Christ, or to deepen their faith in him as a 
result of the weekend; 

• our young people to be increasingly close to each other and 
to God, whether they went on the weekend or not; please 
pray that any who didn't go don't feel left out; 

• Jonny and his team as they debrief and reflect on the 
weekend and plan for next year! 

 
Outreach 
 
Please pray for the children who heard the gospel at Lite Nite and 
the Big Church Party on Oct 31 and the plans for the Rawtenstall 
churches' involvement in the Christmas Lights event. 
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Syria 
 
The situation changes by the hour. Please pray for: 

• a peaceful and sustainable end to the conflict; 

• wisdom in responding to the issue of released/escaped ISIS 
fighters; 

• protection and safety for those who have fled their homes  
and those who are considering doing so; 

• for wisdom and strength for those seeking to give assistance 
to vulnerable Christian families in a rapidly changing 
environment; 

• that the message of hope in Christ will be spread in Syria, 
despite obstacles and terrible difficulties. 
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Church Family News 
 

 
Our sympathy goes to the family and many friends of Joan 
Crook who died on October 10. Joan was one of the oldest 
members of the fellowship and had been a church member for 
54 years.  For much of that time she worked in the Primary 
department of the Sunday school and alongside Amy Lord in 
the original Toddler group. Latterly she was part of the All Age 
Service team and a steward. She will be greatly missed by us 
all for her quiet faithfulness, even as we rejoice that she has 
now gone home to be with her Lord. 
 
Change of Address - Ian & Judith Pickup 
 
Thank you to all who came to our Fair Trade for Christmas 
event from the Antioch Team 
    
CAP Befrienders Mental Health Awareness Training,  
Nov 19 
Bridge Street Church, Bolton, 10 am to 12.30 pm.  
Let Jane know by Nov 8 if you wish to attend. 
 
Football: The season is well underway again, with both KSB 
and KSB United having positive starts in their respective 
divisions. 
On Saturday 30th November we’ll be having our Christmas do 
at North Street, so please pray that this might be an 
opportunity to share our faith with the lads. 
If you’d like to support us, the fixtures are now on the bulletin 
each week. If you’re able to help out with the half time 
oranges, then please let me know!                    (from Math Pickup) 
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Sunday Services in November 
 

Nov  3 AM All Age Service led by All Age Team 
   Coordinator David Griffith    Communion 
  PM Communion & Prayer led by Rev M Hirst 
 
 
Nov 10 AM Remembrance Sunday 
   Preacher  Rev M Hirst   Transformed Living 4 

   Coordinator  Trevor Elkington 
 PM DVD  led by Rev J Hirst 
 
 
Nov 17 AM Preacher  Rev J Hirst    Transformed Living 5 
   Coordinator  Allyson Jump 
 PM Preacher  Rev M Hirst 
 
 
Nov 24 AM  Preacher -  to be announced 
   Local Pulpit Exchange 
   Coordinator   David Isherwood 
 PM  Café Church  led by Rev M Hirst 
 
 

 
A Prayer of Thanks acknowledging that  
we need to live lives that are different. 

Loving God You have already given us so much: our 
lives,Your beautiful creation, liberation from sin and death. 

Help us to see through our culture’s message of ’more’, and 
cultivate lives where we focus on we have and what we have 

to give. Amen              from Tearfund Prayer Guide     
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Diary for November 
 
Sat Nov 2   Asda Prayer Breakfast  8 am. 
 
Sat Nov2   Music Event - Rawtenstall Cricket Club 
 
Wed Nov 6     A Get together with Jonny & Joy (Hirst)  6 pm. 
  
Thurs Nov 7, & 14, 21, 28    CAP Nurture Group. 
 
Sun Nov 10  Care Home Visits   Holme Manor 2 pm. 
   Cherry Tree Lodge 2.45 pm. 
 
Sat Nov 16    Striders Walk – Cotton Tree to Nanya Ricks  

approx 4 miles 
        
Sat Nov 16    Prayer Walk 4 pm. 
. 
Mon Nov 18   Church Members’ Meeting 
 

---------------------- 
 
Thank you to Emma Pemberton who designed our new 
cover.  
 

 

Coming Soon: 
 

  
December 17   Mercy Ships – Carol Service 7.30 pm. 

   Manchester Cathedral 
 No tickets – just turn up with family and friends 
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Looking back to November 1994 
 

and the newsletter of that month 
 

Revival was the theme of the first two articles. John Prior 
quoted from Helen Roseveare’s book ‘Living Sacrifice’ on 
revival in Africa and an account from Tearfund of revival in 
Ethiopia. 
 
The usual annual missionary weekend was to be replaced by a 
month of ‘MIssion’. On Sunday mornings there was to be 
teaching around call, challenge and commitment. 
 
In the evenings the programme was to be more informal, 
showing the variety of work in the UK and abroad - street work 
in Manchester and London; Johnathan Brown and his time 
with Oasis; Andrea Dootson on work with children in Brazil; 
latest news from our missionary families (Aitkins, Colemans, 
and Jacksons); Bible Society and Home MIssion. At each 
evening service there would be a time of prayer. On the last 
Sunday evening final gifts for the year would be given and  
totals published 
 
Thirteen of our young people were listed as entering or 
continuing in further education. (could this be a record?) 
 
Around 100 members of the fellowship had joined 40,000 
people at Old Trafford on September 25 to take part in a 
recording of ‘Songs of Praise’. 
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Rotas for November 
 
 
STEWARDS    Coordinator Alan Morton 

  

Porch 

 

Upper Right 

 

Upper Left 
Nov 3 David Isherwood 

Peter Leonard 
Jilly Horton Mike Wells 

Nov 10 James Pickup 
Margaret 

Robinson  

Margaret  
Spurrell   

Elaine 
Bagshaw 

Nov 17 Bill &Ruth  
Boaden 

June Worsley Thelma Hitch 
 

Nov 24 Suzanne Craven 
Stuart Brown 

Colin Levy 
 

Pat Coulston 

 
 
FLOWERS  Coordinator Carol Hargreaves 

 

Nov 3 Vacant 
Nov 10 Anne & Trevor Elkington 
Nov 17 Margaret & Alan Morton 
Nov 24 Beryl Dearden 

 
COFFEE   Coordinator Sandy Rushton 

 
CRECHE   Coordinator Gwen Haworth 

 

  
Please note that items for the December newsletter should 
reach the editor JoyceBarnes, 
joyce.barnes563@btinternet.com , by November 21 for 
publication on December 1. Please include news and notices 
up to this date. 
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